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Lake Claire Party Great Success
A crowd of 80 or so enjoyed food, fun, and conviviality with neighbors
old and new on Thursday
evening, December 15. All
had a great time and fan-

tastic meal at the annual
Lake Claire Christmas/
holiday party. A great addition to the traditional
fanfare was Joe McDaniel’s custom-made glutenfree pancakes hot off the
grill (see pictures). The
Nielsens, Stella and Esther, once again performed
Irish dancing, and their
brother Myles was the DJ
again (all the more special
as they prepare to move to
Massachusetts, a loss to

Lake Claire, as both Lucy
and Troy (parents) and
the kids have been wonderful neighbors. Myles
wrote in the January 2012
Kids Corner of the Clarion

about his yearly fantastic
light extravaganza over
the Christmas weeks.
He did all the sound and
lighting for his exhibit,
and in addition, at the age
of thirteen he was already
doing the sound and roadie work for his sister Stella’s dance troupe. Good
luck from Lake Claire to
the Nielsens! Our Lake
Claire president Joe Agee
thanked everyone who
had contributed to Lake

Claire’s successes this
year, including Kathie
Ryan, who has stepped
down from her duties as
VP of Safety, and whose
birthday it was. Kathie,
who never likes being the
center of attention, was
very good natured about
joining Joe on stage for the
thank-yous for her dedication to the neighborhood.
Everyone went away
full on Thursday night.
As always, Lake Claire
provided the lasagnas,
beverages, and desserts,
and neighbors brought delicious and creative side
dishes and bread. Please
see the evidence of the
fantastic party, on Page 6.
Thanks to all who helped
pull it off—Miriam Herbers, Kathie Ryan, Pen
Sherwood, the Nielsen
family, the McDaniel family, Bernard Spenle, Ann
Mauney, Jane Merkle, and
Debbie Livingston. Last
but not least, thanks to
Greg Hutchins, the owner
of Candler Park Market,
for the wine discount.
~Editor.

Happy 2017

from your Clarion Staff
Girl Scouts in Lake Claire
by Cecily Stevens
Girl Scout Troop 13553
has had a busy and fun fall
and winter! In September,
the troop kicked off the
new Girl Scout year with
a Bridging Ceremony as
they bridged from Junior

Girl Scouts to Cadettes.
They participated in a traditional Girl Scout Silver
Key ceremony, enjoyed
pizza and cookie cake, and
“jumped into Cadettes”
— jumping off the diving

board at the Inman Park
Pool. The girls paid for
their party themselves
with funds from cookie
sales earlier this year.
Also following the cerCont. on p. 6.

MLK DAY Activities and Volunteer
Opportunities for Community Service
See January 16 entry on the calendar, p. 2
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Grant of $44,000
Awarded to Friends of
Lake Claire Park.
by Judy Hammack
Let the sun-structure
fundraising begin! Park
Pride has awarded a
$44,000 Legacy Grant to
Friends of Lake Claire
Park for a playground
sun protection structure.
Yay! Now Friends of Lake
Claire Park has to raise
the $6,000 matching portion. Please help fund a
space for sun shelter by
sending a tax deductible
contribution to Friends of
Lake Claire Park via our
fiscal partner Park Pride
in one of the following
ways:

1.
For online donation: Go to tiny.cc/parkpride; click on the drop
down menu under “choose
a park to support”; choose
Lake Claire Park; fill in
the amount.
2.
For check donation: Write check to Park
Pride with Lake Claire
Park in the memo line;
mail checks to Park Pride
attn: Roberta Moore, 233
Peachtree St. NE, Suite
1600, Atlanta, GA 30303.
Thank you. And as always, I hope to see you
in the park! ~judyhammack@gmail.com

Surviving part of the peace garden

Vandalism in the
Neighborhood
On or about December
13, a person or persons
vandalized and destroyed
The Peace Garden in Lake
Claire. Within a small garden nestled a large peace
sign comprised of bricks
and tiles, strongly supported by a cement base,
featuring ceramic messages of peace and inclusion,
made by neighborhood
children, to commemorate
the children killed at Columbine. Messages were
baked on tiles that were
cemented to bricks in a variety of languages, including Ethiopian, Chinese,
Hebrew, and English.
The Gannett Foundation,
a corporate foundation
sponsored by Gannett Co.
Inc., had funded the proj-

ect as part of its community grant program in 1999.
The structure, located at
the corner of Dekalb Ave.
and Hampton Ter., was
quite sturdy—built to last,
Cont. on p. 6.
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Lake Claire Officers for 2017
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Jim Rockaway, treasurer@lakeclaire.org
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www.lakeclaire.org.

The Clarion is published
monthly. The deadline for
advertising and editorial
consideration is the 15th of
the month preceding publication. Letters to the editor should be limited to 300
words or fewer. The opinions
expressed herein are those of
the authors and not those of
Lake Claire Neighbors, Officers, or the Clarion Staff.

Cover banner photo by
Sarah Coburn

The Clarion Newspaper (and its predecessor Neighbors Monthly Newsletter and its predecessor Lake Claire Neighbors Flyer)
has been written, edited, and distributed by volunteers since 1989.

January 2017
January is National Mentoring Month, National Bath Safety Month,
National Oatmeal Month, and National Blood Donor Month. The 2nd
week of January is Letter Writing Week (for the whole week, shall we
eat oatmeal, donate blood, and write letters instead of e-mails?)

21 Lake Claire Community Land Trust - Drum Circle, see Dec 7
21 Good Gracious Variety Show (see details in article below).

above.

Send calendar entries for the February Clarion by January 15
to editor@lakeclaire.org

1 Last day of Kwanzaa
1-7 Atlanta Botanical Gardens, “Garden Lights/Holiday Nights,” Lake Claire’s Boyd Baker
annual electrical extravaganza features spectacular light displays
throughout the Garden. atlantabg.org/visit/events/garden-lights
7 & 21 (1st and 3rd Saturday Nights) Lake Claire Land Trust Presents Good Gracious
Drum Circle—Sunset to 11 p.m. Please walk, bike, or carpool. Bring Variety Show
friends! See Page 11 for Land Trust news.
Lake Claire’s Boyd Baker, Leon- is the kind of show you just go to.
ardo
resident and frequent Clar- You don’t know what you’ll get,
10 The Sierra Club, 2nd Tuesdays, sierraclub.org/georgia/atlanta ion contributor,
is getting ready but you know you’ll be moved and
the 8th (!) Good Gracious Vari- entertained. You can’t help but
12-15 Grady Drama presents: Grease! Thursday–Satur- for
ety Show, his combo of music, po- leave our show with a warm feel-

day, January 12-14, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. Sunday, January 15, 2016 at
2:00 p.m. in the Vincent Murray Theater. Tickets are $8 for Students,
$12 for Adults. Purchase tickets at the door or online: gradydrama.
com.

14-16 Decatur’s MLK Jr Service Project lasts 3 days. Honor

the legacy of Dr. King, who worked tirelessly toward a dream of equality, freedom and justice. See www.mlkserviceproject.com

16

MLK Day (3rd Monday). March/rally, church service,
museums, and Volunteer opportunities for community service:
March/rally: meet at Peachtree St. at Baker St, at 1:45 p.m.; MLK Day
at Children’s Museum Jan 16-18 – special stories, music, and performance, see childrensmuseumatlanta.org/calendar; in honor of MLK,
free admission today at Atlanta History Center: www.atlantahistorycenter.com/programs/martin-luther-king-jr.-day; MLK Day commemorative service—Ebenezer Baptist Church, arrive very early if interested in getting in, includes gospel music and keynote speaker William
Barber; more possibilities: www.events12.com/atlanta/january and
see above entry for Decatur’s Service Projects.

18

Mary Lin monthly dine-out at our favorite kids-always-eatfree Flying Biscuit, 3rd Wednesday of every month. Simply show up
for dinner and mention Mary Lin, and Flying Biscuit’s management
will generously donate 5% of your ticket to the Mary Lin Education
Foundation.

19

Lake Claire monthly meeting— and every 3rd Thursday, in the Rose Room at The Frazer Center, 7 p.m. socialize,
7:15 meeting. Pizza provided free from Savage (THANKS, SAVAGE!)

20-22

Callanwolde Arts Festival, 890 Briarcliff Rd, indoor festival by artists, callanwoldefestival.com for more info.

etry, and comedy featuring great
Southern artists.
Boyd said recently, “The variety
show is not really seen anymore.
Folks know talk shows with musical guests, but they don’t remember Ed Sullivan or Jack Parr, who
mixed music with talk with magic
with whatever was fun. That’s
what we do.” The goal of GG is
to promote the wide variety of talent in the South and to bring community together as a family to
connect with those artists. What
began as a Kickstarter campaign,
has now gained an audience of believers in real, throwback entertainment. Baker continues, “This

ing. Guess that’s why we’ve grown
with such a multi-generational
audience.”
The next show is at 7:30 pm on
Saturday, Jan. 21, at The Plaza
Theatre on Ponce de Leon. Tickets are $15 but Family of 4 packages cost just $40. More info can
be found at www.GoodGraciousShow.com. The Lineup for the Saturday, Jan. 21, show at The Plaza
Theatre so far includes musical
acts The Ormewoods, Cleveland
P. Jones, and Wasted Potential
Brass Band. Also on the bill are
poet Jon Goode and Dad’s Garage
Comedy players.

Lake Claire Security Report,
October 30–November 5 (1 week)
No incidents to report for this very short period. But see Page 1 re.
recent vandalism incident. Some incidents of theft that have appeared
in NextDoor will appear here once they reach the police reporting system.
Help make our neighborhood safer by joining the Candler Park Lake
Claire Patrol Statistics show that Lake Claire’s crime rate has dropped
significantly since it began a year ago. Join www.nextdoor.com/join
to receive up to date security information from your neighbors.
Don’t forget that as an Atlanta homeowner you are required to register your alarm system online with Crywolf online or by calling 1-855725-7102 (or you’ll be fined $150).

January 2017

Lake Claire Clarion @ www.LakeClaire.org

Clifton Sanctuary Ministries
Christmas Carols
by Beth Damon
The men of Clifton sang
to Lake Claire during
their annual three special
nights of Christmas Caroling, December 14-16. Several Lake Claire neighbors joined in the fun.
CSM served hot chocolate,
apple cider, cookies and
other refreshments.
In the CSM guests’ view,
the best thing about be-

ing our neighbors in Lake
Claire is when they give
back to the community.
Throughout the year, the
men participate in activities in Lake Claire and
in nearby Candler Park.
Such activities enable
the men to be part of the
neighborhood, not just
passing through it. The
Christmas Caroling is a

very special annual event,
and it was once again such
a nice feeling for those of
us who live on streets
around CSM to hear their
voices raised in song.
If 2016 ended before you
had a chance to donate to
our special neighbor CSM,
consider a donation; see
www.cliftonsanctuary.
com.

Glass Recycling Update
by Stephen Wing
In December 2015,
the Journal-Constitution
broke the news that the
City of Atlanta was no
longer recycling glass. An
article in the August issue of Atlanta magazine
confirms that this is still
the case. This is not a local issue; glass recycling
has become problematic
across the country. Most
single-stream
recycling
companies, which accept
mixed recyclables, use a
ten-year-old technology to
sort and bale them in vast
semi-automated
plants
called Materials Recovery
Facilities, or MRFs. They
end up with lots of broken
glass, which contaminates
other materials, particularly paper, and poses a
risk of injury to plant employees.
According to the Atlanta reporter, the City
recycling trucks dump
their loads at an MRF run
by Waste Pro out on Fulton Industrial Blvd. “Now
that there’s a glut of glass
in the market,” the article
explained, “Waste Pro
can’t sell the old glass, so
for now all of the bottles
that Atlanta residents put
into their recycling bins
are going to the landfill.”

Yet the City’s curbside
program still claims to accept glass. In the list of
recyclables at www.atlantaga.gov/?page=493, only
one has an exclamation
point: “Yes! We do accept
glass.” A reader named
Jess in the Comments section under the Atlanta article writes, “I just called
311 and received confirmation that City of Atlanta IS currently recycling
glass.” Of course, accepting and recycling are not
the same thing.
My friend Kathy Chapman, director of the Smyrna Recycling Center, told
me that all the singlestream recyclers around
town have notified their
clients that they no longer
accept glass. Both of the
companies I handle recycling for have received
such a letter from their recycling providers.
The City’s stubborn
insistence on accepting
glass it may not be able
to recycle could be related to a recent announcement reported on the web
page “Cities of Change” at
Earth911.com: “In February, Downtown Atlanta
announced its plan to become the Southeast’s first

Zero Waste Zone, with
plans to expand the program across the state in
the near future.”
The “glut of glass” mentioned in Atlanta is somewhat misleading. There
is still a good market for
glass, Kathy told me, but
contamination is a huge
problem. Glass recyclers
want only container glass
—jars and bottles—not
drinking glasses, window
glass, or any other type.
“It may seem counterintuitive, because people
think that ‘glass is glass,’”
she says, “but all glass
contains chemical additives, and the end-user
Cont. on p. 11.
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Successful
Neighborhood Arts
and Crafts Sale
by Andrew Sherwood
On December 3, Lake
Claire Neighbors and
Lake Claire Community
Land Trust held a highly
successful arts and crafts
sale in the Atrium of the
Frazer Center.
Warm
thanks to the Frazer Center for the use of the Atrium, and to Matthew Stacy
and the Tapestry Church
for their generous sponsorship, which covered a
big part of the administrative expenses. Big thanks
also to all neighbors who
came to support our local
artists and crafters. Thirty of these displayed their
work, achieving gross
sales of over five thousand
dollars.
The show included- intricately painted gourds,
jewelry, funky and playful
sculptures, elaborate textile designs, oil paintings,
hand-made soaps, ceramic
vases, vanilla essences,
home-made organic salsa,
and beautiful hand-built
mandolins.
Three new,
young crafters took part
and enjoyed good success. We encourage more
young artists and crafters

to participate next year!
For details contact Pen
Sherwood of Lake Claire
Neighbors at aprilstar64@
yahoo.com.
Twenty five percent of
net receipts were shared
between
Lake
Claire
Neighbors and the Lake
Claire Land Trust, providing a welcome boost to the
fund-raising activities of
both organizations. Members of both organizations
volunteered in various
capacities from setting
and clearing up the site
to counting the money afterwards, so thanks are
due to them as well. Miriam Herbers, Land Trust
Board Member, successfully managed this event
for several years, but
plans to step down while
remaining a consultant
for future events. She is
training Pen Sherwood as
her “apprentice” to take
over next year. A great
deal of work is involved in
making the event a success and fun experience—
volunteers for next year
are welcome already!

Lake Claire Clarion @ www.LakeClaire.org
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Go Solar in 2017

VIOLIN/VIOLA lessons
with experienced teacher
in Lake Claire. Call Lynn
at 404/377-6310.

by Dan White
Have you ever wished
you could afford solar energy but couldn’t handle
the upfront costs or the
lack of sunlight at your
shaded home in leafy Lake
Claire? Well, starting on
January 1, solar energy
has been available to you
for 1 cent per kilowatt
hour above the fossil fuel
rate you a currently paying Georgia Power. ONE
PENNY.
Suppose you use 400
kilowatt hours last month?
That’s what I used. The
cost for using solar energy
would be $4 more than
burning coal or natural
gas to generate your electricity. If you used 1000
kilowatts your electric bill
would be $10 more. Can
you afford solar now?
In addition to immediately reducing your carbon footprint by switching
to solar you are helping to
create additional demand
for renewables in Georgia,
thus incentivizing Georgia

Power to create more solar
capacity in this state. Solar is Georgia’ best source
for clean renewable energy, and the goal should
be to close every coal fired
plant in this state and replace it with solar farms
scattered throughout rural Georgia -- thus providing jobs and tax revenue
to impoverished counties
desperately in need of
economic opportunity.
If you want to help fight
climate change, provide
economic opportunity to
rural Georgia, and help
lead the way to an environmentally sustainable
future, all you have to do
is the follow these 4 easy
steps:
1. Call 1 800 735 7791; 2.
Ask to enroll in Simple Solar; 3. Specify 50% solar or
100% solar for your home
or business; 4. Provide
your name, address and
Georgia Power account
number.

In less than 5 minutes
you will be signed up to
receive solar energy to
power your home or business. Presently Georgia
Power generates 5.4 MW
of solar energy largely accomplished in the last 2
years of constructing solar
farms. We could double
that amount of solar generating capacity in the
next two years and every
two-year period after that
until coal is eliminated as
an energy source in Georgia. From a carbon emissions standpoint there
is no such thing as clean
coal. Presently the generation of electricity accounts for 37% of greenhouse gas emissions in the
USA. Coal accounts for
71% electricity’s carbon
emissions in the USA.
Start the New Year off
by significantly reducing your carbon footprint
while helping to create
economic opportunity for
rural Georgia.

Consider advertising in
your LC Clarion! email
advertising@lakeclaire.org.

* Adoption
* Commercial Real
Estate
* Wills & Estate
Planning

Neal & Wright LLC
Your Family...Your Business…
Your Firm!

* Corporate & LLC
Formation
* Other Business
Legal Services
Sherry Neal, J.D.
Sherry@nealandwright.com

Dan Wright, J.D.
Dan@nealandwright.com
Jodi Greenberg, J.D.
Jodi@nealandwright.com

Visit our website at
www.nealandwright.com

125 E. Trinity Place, Suite 300
Decatur, GA 30030
(404) 257-6494
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APS Parent/Caregiver/Alumni
Engagement Plan

In October of 2016, four major
themes came out of this engagement process.
•
Culture and Leadership—leaders must focus on
building a culture of engagement
and holding people accountable
for creating a welcoming environment
•
Communication—authentic, two-way communication
builds trust, enhances relationships and is the foundation for in-

Wild in Lake
Claire
by Carol Vanderschaaf
St. Roach:

by Annsley Klehr
For the first time in Atlanta
Public School history, APS has
adopted a policy on family/alumni
engagement. Through internal,
external, and secondary sources,
APS conducted community-wide
engagement circles, focus groups,
interviews, and surveys on how
best to support its community,
reaching a total of 2,637 stakeholders.
Out of these discussions, the
Board of Education (BOE) decided
to include family/alumni engagement in its Turnaround Strategy,
but not limit the engagement to
Turnaround schools. The goal of
the Engagement Strategy is to
empower and equip parents/caregivers/alumni to become informed
advocates for children through:
involvement with GO Teams and
cluster teams, the establishment
of an APS Alumni Council, and
the provision of programs such as
PLUS (Parent Leaders United for
Students), Parent University, etc.
These strategies will be put in
places so that our students will
benefit:
•
IF APS . . . identifies key
parent/caregiver/alumni engagement drivers AND successfully
implements other components of
the district’s strategic plan
•
THEN . . . parents/caregivers/families connect to schools
and engage in their child’s learning; students show up prepared
to learn; families and communities trust the system; alumni
connect engage in meaningful
ways WHILE CONCURRENTLY
implementing the academic program with fidelity
•
SO THAT . . . APS students have choice-filled lives

5

creased engagement at all levels
•
Cluster and SchoolBased Approach—effective engagement must align with vision
and standards, and be tailored
based on needs of cluster, schools
and communities
•
Organization and Infrastructure—investment
in
organization and infrastructure
must align strategy and resources to support engagement goals
Based on these four themes,
The Family/Alumni Engagement
Strategy will focus on three major priorities. APS’ vision is for
a “A high-performing school district where students love to learn,
educators inspire, families engage, and the community trust
the system” will be supported by
demonstrating a leadership commitment, fostering a two-way
communication, and tailoring
support to address unique needs
of the individual clusters.
Priority 1: Demonstrate Leadership Commitment
1.
Adopt board policy and define standards and accountability
2.
Convene alumni leadership to support APS mission and
vision
3.
Empower Go Teams
Priority 2: Foster Two-Way Communication
1.
Launch
technology-enabled communications
2.
Commit to clear, timely,
and accurate communications
3.
Create a feedback loop
Priority 3: Tailor Support to Address the Unique Needs of the
Cluster and Schools
1.
Establish dedicated leaders
2.
Provide schools with a
choice of tailored engagement activities
3.
Provide professional development
The BOEs Proposed Timeline of Implementation:
December: This final strategy
was presented to the BOE in December, where the Board voted on
approving the creation of a new
position, Director of Family En-

gagement. The public commented on the draft policy before the
Policy Review Committee met to
review the policy.
January: Candidates will be
interviewed for the Director of
Engagement position. The Board
will consider the policy for a final
approval and votes on additional
staff members for the Engagement team. The Board will prepare to launch the APS Parent
App and draft the budget for the
FY18 Engagement Plan.
February: The Director of Family Engagement will start, while
stakeholders and APS develop
draft standards and expectations
of the policy. Alumni gather to develop a plan for FY18.
March: Final FY18 budget for
the Engagement Strategy will be
submitted. Board will begin to
develop a professional development plan for creating a warm
and welcoming environment. GO
Teams will be presented with options about tailoring engagement
activities for FY18.
April: GO Team select their initiative and begin the implementation of it.
May: Board will finalize their
professional development schedule for engagement activities
along with the systems and procedures.
June – July: Board will softlaunch the Parent App at the
Back-to-School Bash, and the
first phase of the professional
development is launched. Team
members will be in place.
August: The first phase of standards and expectations will be
implemented.
APS has worked hard to hear
and try to meet the needs of its
community. This plan is a step
in this direction. If you’re interested in voicing your opinions,
direct them to your elected officials: Board of Education Representative Matt Westmoreland
(mwestmoreland@atlanta.k12.
ga.us) and City Council Member
Alex Wan (awan@atlantaga.gov).
Annsley is the Lake Claire
Neighbors Education Chair.

For that I never knew you, I only
learned to dread you,
For that I never touched you, they
told me you are filth,
They showed me by every action to
despise your kind [...]
by Muriel Rukeyser, from The
Gates, McGraw-Hill, 1976
So let us begin to slip into the
creepy world of cockroaches... into
those dark corners where they
hide and breed. The cockroach
has been on earth far longer than
we have. And has made many adaptations over the years to be able
to survive the major die-offs to
which many species succumbed.

Here in the Southeast there are
two major survivors, the American cockroach, Periplaneta americana, and Blattella germanica, the
German cockroach. The former
cockroach, aka water bug, came
here in 1625, spread throughout the world by commerce. Our
largest roach, it’s rarely found in
houses. The German cockroach is
the one who comes to live with us
without an invitation and gives
all other roaches a bad name.
Their population growth is exponential; they adulterate our
food, will sometimes bite us, and,
if food is scarce, may search our
faces while we’re sleeping for any
residue.
Indeed, roaches, especially the
German roach, can alter our behavior, causing us much stress.
People will avoid going into the
kitchen at night for fear of encountering a roach or even will
stop entertaining lest the wrong
greeter come out of the wall to
welcome guests. We end up despising roaches for their natural
behavior, seeing them as nothing
more than pests to be avoided, or
even killed.But wait! Recent research reveals that these bugs are
getting a raw deal. “Unveiling the
secret lives of these insects, we are
finding out that cockroaches are
actually highly social creatures;
Cont. on p. 9
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Girl
Scouts in Lake Claire
Continued from page 1.
Thanks
for Paying
Your Dues
The last Lake Claire
dues payers for 2016 are:
William Hudson, Alexander Sithens, and Heather
Friedman.
Thanks, all of you. We
appreciate your support
of our many wonderful
neighborhood initiatives,
including green spaces,
worthy organizations, and
fun events…And now,
let’s get the checkbooks
and mobile phones out to
pay our 2017 dues!!! Help
keep Lake Claire in the
black! Mail checks to
Lake Claire Neighbors,
Treasurer, P.O. Box 5942,
Atlanta, GA 31107, or pay
via PayPal www.lakeclaire.
org/lcn/members.htm.

emony, two girls were presented with the Bronze
Award. Lucia Gravel and
Lake Claire’s own Ally
Bliss worked together to
complete a project to earn
one of the highest awards
a Junior Girl Scout can
receive.
Their Bronze
Award project was to establish a library of culturally appropriate new
books for underprivileged
youth at Emmaus House,
which provides education,
opportunity,
assistance,

and advocacy in partnership with their neighbors
in Peoplestown.
In November, the girls
went on their first tentcamping trip at High Falls
State Park in Jackson, GA.
The trip was challenging because there was a
no-campfire rule in effect
due the wildfires burning
at that time. It was also
very cold, but the girls had
a great time and learned a
lot through trial and error.
The troop hiked, cooked,

played games, visited
Dauset Trails Nature Center, and attended the annual Cane Syrup Festival.
At their annual December holiday gift exchange
the girls decorated goodie
bags for guests of the Intown Collaborative Ministries’ Emergency Needs
Food Pantry and donated
to them pre-filled with hot
cocoa packets and candy
canes. The ICM Food Pantry staff and volunteers
added additional items

to the bags before giving
them to guests. The girls
of Troop 13553 were excited for this fun opportunity
to once again help their local community.
Troop 13553 is a Cadette
Girl Scout troop. Four different schools are represented among the twelve
girls in the troop. More
than half of the troop lives
here in Lake Claire. The
troop meets twice monthly,
generally at New Church
UMC.

Vandalism

Continued from page 1.
so it took some effort to
smash it.
Teri Stewart of Gordon
Avenue (a lifetime Georgia Master Gardner and
40-year resident of 30307)
has tended to small repairs and maintained the
work over the course of
the last 17 years. Interviewed by the Clarion on
December 18, she said
“this piece was all about
universal peace and preventing violence against
children. This was an act
of vandalism and a hate
crime.” The police have
also taken it very seri-

ously.
Many neighbors
are concerned, and there
has been a groundswell of
people who are interested
in helping to rebuild it. If
you are interested in helping, please contact editor@
lakeclaire.org. There will
be a meeting of all interested sometime in January
—please provide a phone
number, not an email address, and Teri will call
you to tell you about the
meeting. All are welcome,
including children, and
a variety of skills will be
needed.

“Before” Peace Garden, photo in 2011

“After” Photo taken Dec. 17, 2016
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Lake Claire Party Great Success
Continued from page 1.
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The Garden January into February
by Elizabeth Knowlton
Bulb planting stretched into
December this year. With the
help of 11-year-old neighbors
Sara and Bridget, I got 655 tulips
in the ground. Then followed a
few narcissus, many small crocus,
cyclamen coum, and some species

lilies. If you have kept bulbs cool,
it is not too late to plant them
now, but hurry! No guarantee
they will bloom this year but better than letting them dry up in a
frost-free refrigerator.
Before ordering more seeds,

take an inventory of what you
have on hand. If they have been
kept dry and cool over the summer, they may germinate even
after their expiration date. To be
sure, take about ten, wrap them
in a moist paper towel, seal it in

Three Years (Full Day) - 8th Grade
Decatur-based Friends School of Atlanta offers a diverse, values-driven and innovative program, combining
extraordinary academics with wide-ranging co-curricular opportunities. For more information about upcoming
Open House events or to schedule a tour, please visit friendsschoolatlanta.org or call us at 404.373.8746.

JOHN MORGAN

a plastic bag, and leave it in a
warm place for several days. If
at least five sprout, they are probably worth sowing thickly.
In the terrible drought we had
all fall, no matter how much I
watered (oh, that October water
bill!), the poor plants would shrivel, yet eggplant and peppers kept
flowering and producing. When
the rains finally came November
30, the last fruits plumped up;
and the morning of December 9,
after an unusually low first frost,
I picked one more ‘Golden Summer’ pepper that had previously
been hidden by leaves.
Last year I had great success
with a new seed company in South
Carolina called Seeds ‘n’ Such
(www.seedsnsuch.com).
They
carried good old ‘Golden Summer’
that had been impossible to find
lately. Dozens of peppers formed
on three plants nearly five feet
tall. You can eat these bell peppers lime green or wait until they
turn a beautiful rich yellow. I
grow sweet peppers ‘Carmen’ and
‘Lipstick’ also, easier to fruit than
most bells. I would have enjoyed
more peppers if night-visiting
Cont. on p. 9.

Putting People
Before Sales
YOUR LISTING HERE
Now in the heart of our neighborhood
to serve you better than ever!
Come visit us at
1651 McLendon Ave NE,
across from Candler Park Market
Call for a free pre-selling
consultation and market analysis
JOHN MORGAN

Phone: 770-655-9423
Email: jmorgan@parkrealtyatlanta.com
Like our facebook page for more information about neighborhood events and other exciting news:
https://www.facebook.com/parkrealtyatlanta/

January 2017

Lake Claire Clarion @ www.LakeClaire.org

9

Wild in Lake Claire
Continued from page 5

they recognize members
of their own families, with
different generations of
the same families living
together. And they form
closely bonded, egalitarian societies, based on social structures and rules.
Communities of cockroaches are even capable
of making collective decisions for the greater good.
Cockroaches do not like to
be left alone, and suffer ill
health when they are.
“Certain
chemicals
called cuticular hydrocarbons expressed on their
bodies allow cockroaches
to identify each other, so
called “kin recognition.”
Among other things, it allows individuals to avoid
mating with their siblings. Another revelation
about the secret lives of
cockroaches is the extent
to which they form “social
herds.” When seeking a
shelter, for example, all
cockroaches in a group
will make the same choice,
selecting the same, best
location. Groups also seek
out the same sources of
food.” (Just hope it’s not
your face in the middle of
the night.)
“Cockroaches as a group
are part of the worldwide
food web. They are omnivore scavengers which
clean up our environment
and help recycle the organic litter that would
accumulate if it were not
decomposed by organisms
which include cockroaches.
Furthermore they
serve as food for small
mammals, birds, amphibians, and lizards. There
are over 3000 species of
cockroaches and only 10
species are on the World
Health Organization list
of human pests. The other
3000 species are welcome
members of the biodiversity on this planet. Fear
of domestic cockroach
pests, however, is perhaps
warranted because they

have been associated with
the development of childhood asthma and thus it is
better not to have them in
your home environment.”
But in the long run, if
properly prepared, could
cockroaches and other insects be a solution to the
global food crisis? As we
are running out of agricultural land which can
be used for livestock, is
it time to look for an environmentally
friendly
alternative. According to
one entomologist, cockroaches, caterpillars and
other insects can solve
this crisis. “It wasn’t until
recently that the western
world realized that we
have an alternative source
of meat: the creepy crawlers. Research has shown
that they are not inferior
to beef, pork, lamb, chicken, or fish; on the contrary
insects contain between
30 and 80 percent of protein and are an excellent
source of essential fatty
acids, vitamins and minerals. Insects make for
much more efficient food
production and are less
detrimental to the environment, cut down on diseases, and use less land
and energy to produce protein. Insects have suffered
from a bad image. They
are considered a nuisance
and unsuitable for human
consumption, but let us
think further about them
as Muriel did and resolve
that…..
Today I touched one of you
for the first time.
You were startled, you ran,
you fled away
Fast as a dancer, light,
strange and lovely to
the touch.
I reach, I touch, I begin to
know you.”
(Ed.note: And perhaps to
eat you)……………..)
As always, Flora Fauna

Hello…Safe Journey

Skiing in and around Lake Claire
January Birthdays:
3
Leah Braun (Claire Drive), turns
12; Lisa Morris (Sutherland Place)
4
Klara Babinslei
5
Dave Daiser (Hardendorf Ave);
Frank Landraff (Harold Ave)
8
Aurora Deman (Harold Ave)
12 Tiffany Mawhinney (Howard Circle); Tamar Williams (Harold Ave)
14 Klara Babinalei (Harold)
15 Sophie Oren (Leonardo) turns 3

16 Theo Emanuel (Marlbrook), turns
3, Pam Haggerty (Harold)
18 Cynthia Baer (Gordon Avenue)
19 Genise Spenle (Arizona)
21 Brandon Smith (Harold)
22 Elle Weldert (Harold)
24 Elana Hubert (Harold)
28 Tom McGill (Delaware Avenue)
Lots of b’days on Harold in January!
Please send us stuff for February by
January 15 to editor@lakeclaire.org.

The Garden January into February
Continued from page 8

rodents (perhaps some of
the three possums that
we trapped and relocated)
had not eaten so many,
even the jalapeno.
Seeds ‘n’ Such was
founded a few years ago
by a J. Wayne Hilton
who had been in the seed
business for a long time,
had retired, and decided
to start up something
new for those of us who
thought the mail-order
prices had become ridiculous. I agreed. Not only
is this company expanding
its range of seeds (adding
flowers this year in its 64page catalog); but if you
order 20 or more packets,
they are $1.99 apiece. No
seed packet costs more
than $2.79, shipping is a
flat $2.99 no matter how
many items you order,
and there is no sales tax.
Yes, I do suspect that Mr.
Hilton voted for the winning candidate.
I have used Stokes Seeds
for many years.
They
are based in Buffalo, NY,
serve vegetable farmers
in upstate New York and
in Canada, and also have
a wide range of flowers
for greenhouse gardeners.
They still sell many seeds
for under $3 a packet
and have huge selections
of pansy, begonia, impatiens, marigold, petunia,
and zinnia seeds as well
as lesser known varieties. I order my browallia
seed (found under “potted plants for greenhouse
growers”) from them every

year, and it blooms nonstop into December.
Park Seed, also in South
Carolina, is still in the
seed business despite the
trend now for the big companies to offer six-packs
of plants for sale, not very
useful to us since we have
access to such plants all
around Atlanta. Although
Park sells seeds up to $6,
there are still many varieties selling for under $3.
And they have pages of
seed-starting supplies. I
still eschew the polystyrene planting blocks offered by many companies,
which I tried 30 years ago,
because I am too lazy to
clean them for the next
year. I find plastic pots
and six-packs much more
efficient, doing most of the
self-cleaning during summer thunderstorms once
they are emptied.
Speaking of cleaning, do
not forget to scrape, wash,
and oil your hand tools.
And this month is a good
time to remind yourself
where the sunniest spots
will be in midsummer. Go
out into the garden January 12 at midnight to see
where there are no permanent shadows (buildings,
trees, bushes), and those
will be your sunny places
at 1 p.m. on July 12 this
summer.
Are you maintaining a
winter garden? And did
you bring it through several winter mornings of
29 degrees or less? If so,
you must be covering it

in some manner. Tell me
about your successes. So
far mine has survived
with garden fabric and
(when really cold) two bedspreads. Unfortunately,
after I applied the latter,
and the sun moved over
that bed, I noticed the cat
had patted down a spot
in the midst of it to sleep.
Small setbacks like this
never ruin a whole crop,
however.
Once you have plotted your beds, inventoried seeds, started flower
seeds indoors, and put in
orders for the spring, then
sit down and enjoy a good
gardening book. Although
I have almost ceased to
add to my hundreds of gardening books, I still turn
to old favorites, many of
them reprints from earlier
in the 20th century than
I bought them, by: Anna
Pavord, Barbara Damrosch, Barbara Pleasant*,
Christopher Lloyd, Elizabeth Lawrence* (my major inspiration), Gertrude
Jekyll, James Crockett,
Louise Beebe Wilder, Margery Fish, Mary Keen, Mel
Bartholomew (his first
edition), Pamela Harper*,
Penelope Hobhouse, Peter Loewer*, Rosemary
Verey, Roy Strong, and
Vita Sackville-West.
I
have marked our Southern writers with an asterisk.
Contact Elizabeth with
your successes and failures
and comments at knowltonew@earthlink.net. ~Beth

10

Lake Claire Clarion @ www.LakeClaire.org

January 2017

January 2017

Lake Claire Clarion @ www.LakeClaire.org

11

Atlanta Stands with Standing Rock!
Jan. 7 at the Land Trust
by K. Elyse O’Barr
Join us on Saturday, Jan. 7, to
support the Water Protectors in
North Dakota. “Atlanta Stands
with Standing Rock” is a fundraiser to benefit the resistance
to the North Dakota Access Pipeline. We will be hosting a day of
prayer, with traditional Native
drumming and singing, followed
by a brief meditation, then a potluck supper. There is no charge
to attend, but we will be accepting donations to send directly
to Standing Rock. Artists and
craftspeople will also be selling
donated pieces of art.
The event starts at 2:00 pm
and will continue until sundown,
when the Land Trust drum circle
begins. We will have a warm fire
in the fire pit, and the Gorilla
Grill will be heated for the occasion as well. Hot beverages will
be available. Please bring a dish
to contribute to the meal, which
will be served inside the Grill.
Don’t forget to bring plates, cups
and utensils to minimize waste.
“Stand with Standing Rock” is
not sponsored by any organization, though I and some of the
other volunteers are members of
the Soul Medicine Tribe, made up
of people from all backgrounds.

Our medicine woman is Creek
and Cherokee, and we are currently getting membership to the
Oklevueha chapter of the Native
American Church.
We believe
that this tribe is helping to fulfill the Rainbow Clan prophecy,
which is that when people of all
races and backgrounds come together to learn the Native traditions, we will restore peace to the
land.
Because the Land Trust is in a
neighborhood, we encourage carpooling to avoid overwhelming
the local streets. The Land Trust
is about half a mile east of the
Edgewood/Candler Park MARTA
station. If you drive, be respectful of the surrounding houses by
not speeding or parking in front
of driveways. Passengers may
disembark in the Arizona Ave.
cul-de-sac, but parking there is
reserved for residents. Please
park at Clifton Sanctuary, 369
Connecticut Ave., on the corner of
McLendon. Let’s show our gratitude to the Land Trust by treating it with respect and love. If
you have any questions or would
like to volunteer, please pm me or
email me at keobarr@gmail.com.
Thank you so much for your in-

terest, we look forward to seeing
you! A’ho! Mitakuye oyasin.
For those who have not been following the story . . .
Lakota resisters and thousands
of supporters have been camping
near the Standing Rock reservation in the path of the nearly complete North Dakota Access Pipeline. The oil pipeline is projected
to tunnel under the Missouri River, endangering the river and
millions of people who depend on
it for drinking water, including
the Standing Rock tribes. Also
at risk is the Ogallala Aquifer,
which underlies millions of acres
of Midwestern farmland. A recent pipeline rupture in Alabama
–and an even more recent one in
North Dakota, 150 miles from the
encampment, on Dec. 14–reinforce the protesters’ concerns. As
winter closes in, the encampment
has swelled to 20,000 people, including representatives of over a
hundred Native nations; the federal government has canceled the
pipeline’s permit to go under the
river; and the pipeline’s contractors have announced they will begin tunneling anyway.

Glass Recycling
Continued from page 3

wants to know what type of additives are in the recipe.” Non-glass
contaminants like metal or dirt
also drive down the value of recyclable glass.
To get the best price for glass, it
must be not only clean but separated by color: clear, amber, and a
third category consisting of “other,” which means mainly green.
(Blue glass also falls in this category.) Clear glass must be 100%
clear; if you see even a slight tint
of green or blue in a bottle, it belongs in the green bin. Lids must
be removed. Any place that requires glass to be sorted by color
is definitely recycling it.
The handiest drop-off location
for Lake Claire residents is the
Target store at Edgewood Shopping District. (All Target stores
now have recycling “kiosks.”) Other options are Your Dekalb Farmers’ Market in Decatur and the
Center for Hard to Recycle Materials (CHARM) in Grant Park/
Chosewood. The latter, operated
by the nonprofit Live/Thrive, is
worth a visit just to marvel at
the wide array of recyclables accepted, each with an educational

banner that turns a recycling bin
into a museum exhibit.
Gloria Hardegree, director of
the Georgia Recycling Coalition,
says the City of Atlanta is seriously committed to solving the
glass conundrum and is exploring
the options. One possibility is to
increase the number of drop-off
sites for residents who want to
make sure their glass is recycled.
Another would involve upgrading
the MRFs to newer technology
that removes the glass at the very
start of the sorting process. However, since prices for recyclables
are currently very low, singlestream recyclers are unlikely to
invest in new technology any time
soon.
“The good news for us,” Kathy
Chapman told me, “is that Georgia is lucky enough to have the
second largest market in the
country for recycled glass, after
California.” Two bottle manufacturers and three fiberglass makers are located here, including a
plant in College Park owned by
Owens-Illinois, the world’s largest bottle and jar maker. Every
year 500,000 tons of glass are

manufactured in Georgia, though
only about 140,000 tons per year
are recycled.
Beginning in July, the City
of Decatur initiated a separate
curbside pickup of glass, as have
other progressive cities like Portland, Oregon. An online survey
indicated that over 90% of Decatur residents were willing to pay
an additional fee for recycling
glass. Residents are responsible
for providing their own curbside
containers for this service. “Although many other communities
eliminated glass entirely from
their recycling programs,” the
city’s website says, “Decatur has
traditionally set a higher standard for environmental sustainability.”
The decision also makes fiscal
sense, however: “All options, including sending glass to the landfill, involved an increase in the
cost for providing recycling. Approximately 20% of the current
recycling stream is glass. Adding
the additional weight from glass
into the waste stream would increase landfill disposal fees and

Support
the Land
Trust Just by
Shopping!
AmazonSmile is a simple and
automatic way for you to support
the Land Trust every time you
were intending to shop at Amazon
anyway, at no cost to you. When
you shop at smile.amazon.com,
the exact same prices will appear
as Amazon.com, with the added
bonus that the AmazonSmile
Foundation will donate 0.5% of
the purchase price to your favorite charitable organization. You
can use your existing Amazon.
com account. To shop at AmazonSmile, simply go to smile.amazon.com from the web browser on
your computer or mobile device.
On your first visit, select “Lake
Claire Community Land Trust
Inc.” from the list of charitable
organizations.
Every eligible
purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation.
Tens of millions of products are
eligible for donations. Just look
for “Eligible for AmazonSmile
donation” on the product detail
page. Thank you for painlessly
supporting your LCCLT!
other costs associated with refuse collection.”
In May, glass manufacturers,
recyclers and environmentalists
across the country joined forces to
create a national Glass Recycling
Coalition, educating the public
through the website glassrecycles.
org. In July, interested parties in
Georgia convened a statewide
Glass Recycling Forum in Macon.
They are working with the national coalition to increase access
to glass recycling for Georgians.
Stay tuned!
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Lake Claire
KIDS’ CORNER
We hope this series is fun and a way for
young Clarion readers/writers/artists to
participate. This month we feature Ari
and Cade Goodmark, 11 and 8 years old,
and residents of Lakeshore Drive.

Cade is in the 2nd grade at The Children’s School, and she has lived in LC
since born in 2008. Ari is 11, in the 5th
grade at The Childrens’ School, and has
lived in LC since born in 2005.

Hey there, let’s hear from more Lake
Claire kids—we want your creativity on
this page. Submit articles, poetry, drawings, your original puzzles, etc., to editor@
lakeclaire.org. We’d love to hear from you.

Why We Love Lake Claire
My name is Cade Goodmark. I love to
play all sports, especially football, basketball,
and baseball. Sometimes if you are driving
down my street, you can see me playing in my
front yard. I like to throw the football with
my Dad. I like to play one-on-one basketball
in my driveway. And when the weather is
warm, I like baseball. I wish there were more
boys on my street to play with. There are lots
of girls but not so many boys. My street is
really long, and there is another street in Atlanta with the same name - and that is confusing. I love living in Lake Claire. We can
go to the pool, walk to Candler Park Market
and get lunch, and if it snows we sled at Lake
Claire Park.

My name is Ari Goodmark. I am eleven
years old. I am Cade’s sister. I like to do arts
and crafts, and play outside and on the huge
tree swing in our backyard. I go to The Children’s School, and I love my teachers Paul and
Julia. I have fun playing at my house with
my brother and the friends on the street. In
my neighborhood, there is a park at the end
of my street. The park needs to have more
stuff for older kids, and now that I am older
it’s hard to find something to do there. I like
to go get breakfast at the Flying Biscuit on the
weekend. When the weather is good, I like to
ride my bike around the neighborhood with
my family. Now that it’s winter I am looking forward to celebrating Chanukah AND
Christmas.

**CONGRATULATIONS, WINNERS!!!**
1st place winner this month is Emma de
Bell. Emma's in third grade in Mary Lin , she
was born in Costa Rica, and is proud to understand 3 languages (mom is Italian). The
family has lived on Harold Ave since August
2016 and loves the Lake Claire neighborhood
and friends . Emma enjoys soccer, and her
new love is Girls on the Run. She's showing
responsibility since she really wants to get a
puppy next year. The family loves reading the
Clarion and going to the neighborhood activities. Emma found the Kinara Candleholder
used in Kwanzaa celebrations in the last issue. Congratulations, Emma!!!

2nd place winners are siblings Cade and Ari
Goodmark; Lakeshore Drive. They came in
2nd on finding the graphic, but won the extra
credit prize for telling us holidays celebrated
in December: They noted: St. Lucia Day,
Chanukah, Christmas Day, St. Nicholas Day,
Fiesta of Our lady of Guadalupe, Three Kings
Day, Boxing Day, Kwanza, Omisoko, Yule,
and Saturnalia. We at the Clarion are amazed
at their knowledge of holidays, or possibly of
Internet search functions (just kidding). For
their extra credit prize, they have written the
article above.

Facts About Fairies
Part 2: Holiday Fairies

by Layla Klehr and Aurora McGeehan-Bowling
Fairies are little, tiny creatures that fly
around and sometimes make people’s wishes
come true. They help humans and animals.
The fairies sometimes leave fairy dust (also
called pixie dust) to those who are kind to the
world and when they are on an important mission. They leave it on important missions as a
trail for good children to follow to Fairyland to
help save Fairyland. Since fairy dust will lead
to Fairyland, the fairies won’t leave it when
Jack Frost is trying to find them and capture
them. Jack Frost is the reason for all things
cold and wintery

The fairy of the month is Natalie the Christmas Stocking Fairy. Natalie came last month
to leave snow pixie dust in Christmas stockings. The magic Christmas pie, the magical stocking, and the magic candy cane are
Natalie’s magic objects. Jack Frost wants to
steal all of Natalie’s objects to ruin Christmas. Frost wants to ruin Christmas, because
all the good children get gifts that they want,
but he does not get anything. He is jealous
and angry. Natalie makes sure that everyone
except Jack Frost has a Merry Christmas.
*Note: These fairies are based on the Rainbow Magic (book) Series by Daisy Meadows.

NEW CONTEST

It’s a new year—and a new
contest! Find the graphic of
Martin Luther King. The winner will have your picture in
the next Clarion. To win, send
e-mail to editor@lakeclaire.org
telling us the page number.
Any child from Lake Claire is
eligible, except that you can’t
win two months in a row. (Extra credit if you tell us something about Martin Luther King
or what you find special about
him—then you may write or
draw something for a subsequent Clarion!) Hurry and look;
competition is always stiff for
this coveted prize.

