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Lake Claire Softball Team
O
n Sundays, a group of Lake
Claire residents puts on
robin-egg blue uniforms and
successfully transforms into
the Lake Claire Skinnydippers
softball team. Taking the field
at East Lake Park, the Skinnydippers represent our neighborhood in a way that would
make any aging softball player proud. Lake Claire battles
against such fellow neighborhood teams as The East Atlanta Pillage, the Grant Park Grave Diggers,
Virginia Highlands, and the East
Lakers. And while the team doesn’t
train in the off-season, they all come
back strong each spring, probably because the majority of them play other
sports year-round—running, trail
running, baseball, hockey, cycling,
and tennis. The team is active in
supporting the community in many
ways, and it is full of children of the
players, too.

Troop 13553 Celebrates World
Thinking Day & Cookie Time
by Cecily Stevens

I
You can catch some games—all of
these are in East Lake Park (2617
Memorial Dr. SE, 30317):
April 2: LC/Cabbagetown, 5 p.m.
April 9: LC/Argonauts, 12 p.m.
April 23: LC/GP Borrachos, 3:45 p.m.
April 30: LC/Virginia Highland, 1:15 p.m.
May 7: LC/Reynoldstown at 7:30 p.m.
There is a playground next to the
ball field, and a number of families
that come to watch the team like to
play there before and after. The Skinnydippers invite everyone to come
and watch. The games are seven innings—one hour only. Batter up!!
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n February, Troop 13553 celebrated World Thinking Day with fellow
Girl Scouts from the Phoenix Rising
Service Unit. World Thinking Day is
a Girl Scout tradition that began in
1926. On or near every February 22,
girls and troops around the world celebrate WAGGGS, World Association
of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts, and
its more than 140 member nations.
This is a day of international friendship and a time for girls to pause and
think about Girl Scouts/Girl Guides
in other countries. Troops around
the world celebrate the day in many
different ways. The Phoenix Rising
Service Unit celebrates with an expo
of girl-created booths featuring food
and information from countries all
over the world. This year's event was
held on February 26 at the Morningside Elementary gym. Troop 13553

represented Switzerland and handed
out Swiss chocolate, Ricola cough
drops, and Nescafe!
March brought another Girl Scout
cookie season. Troop 13553 operated
two cookie booths: one at The Albert
in Inman Park, and other at The Icebox near the Atlanta BeltLine. The
booths were a success and lots of
fun. Thank you to everyone who purchased Girl Scout cookies this year!
The troop's next endeavor will be to
plan and complete their annual service project with funds from cookie
sales.
Troop 13553 is a Cadette Girl Scout
troop. Four different schools are represented among the twelve girls in
the troop. More than half of the troop
lives here in Lake Claire. The troop
meets twice monthly, generally at
New Church UMC.

Calling all Community
Gardeners!
T
he Lake Claire Community Land
Trust is signing up garden plots
for the 2017 growing season. The annual fee for rental of a community
garden plot is $40. Special arrangements can be made for sweat equity
by contact with the Garden Committee Coordinator (Sara Gottlieb,
sara.gottlieb@gmail.com). Plots are
assigned on a first-come, first-served

basis.
Designated “Giving Plots” are
available at no charge. This is for
volunteer groups and individuals
who will tend the gardens and dedicate the harvest to feed the hungry
through established agencies such
as the Clifton Ministries Shelter and
Plant a Row. Please contact Sara to
participate.

Thank you, Lake Claire, for not building a wall.
by Robert Bryan Davis

C

lifton Sanctuary Ministries has
been in our neighborhood since
the ‘70s; it is a great asset to our
neighborhood. Clifton Sanctuary
Ministries thanks you, for not building a wall to keep out the homeless,
people that are working hard to better themselves, just because of preconceived notions and stereotypes.

Every now and again I take my
children to a coffee shop in the mornings before school. Actually, sometimes one to two times a week. I enjoy my time with them, although I do
...well, they and I do spend a lot of
time looking at our phones at the tables, during the wait for the minute
hand to reach 15 minutes until the

hour when we have to leave to get to
school on time. But we still talk and
laugh and tell stories, good quality
time.
One recent morning, something
happened that makes me think
about the Trump wall. A homeless
man came up to me and asked if I
would get him a cup of coffee. I said

New Distribution Manager for the Clarion
M
onique Mikrut has graciously
volunteered to be the new Distribution Manager for the newspaper. Monique and her wife, Emily, and their two kids, Bethany and
Maya, are proud members of the Harold Ave cul-de-sac. They moved from
California to Lake Claire five years
ago and absolutely love the community. They feel that they have the

greatest bunch of neighbors and kids
imaginable. Monique is also a member of the Lake Claire Skinnydippers
Recreational Softball team and goes
OTP to play her beloved sport of ice
hockey twice a week.
Thanks to Monique, and to Alicia
McGill, who has been the distribution
manager since September 2014, and
who will keep her hand in (or should

I say her feet wet) by being Monique’s
backup. Thank you, Alicia, for your
continued dedication to the Clarion
and to Lake Claire in so many other
ways as well—and of course, to those
other volunteers, Michael, Sara, Jamie, Joseph—and Tom.
Welcome, Monique, to the Clarion!

sure. Then the person behind the
register requested that I not do that.
“He should not be in here begging,”
the cashier told me as I was stand-

Cont. on p. 7.
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the month preceding publication. Letters to the editor should be limited to 300
words or fewer. The opinions
expressed herein are those of
the authors and not those of
Lake Claire Neighbors, Officers, or the Clarion Staff.

Cover banner photo by
Sarah Coburn

The Clarion Newspaper (and its predecessor Neighbors Monthly Newsletter and its predecessor Lake Claire Neighbors Flyer)
has been written, edited, and distributed by volunteers since 1989.

The First Week of May:
April
1-30 The Game of Love is On in ‘Nobody Loves You’ Off-Broad- Invitation from Candler Park
way musical comedy at Horizon Theatre. See horizontheatre.com.
Day
School
1 Land Trust Drum Circle, at the Land Trust, sunset to 11:00 p.m. by Arin Aynes
Please walk, bike, or carpool. Bring a friend! Please help spread the
word. The Drum Circles are the Land Trust’s gift to our community,
but your donations help keep it going.
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“Evening With..” at Dad’s Garage, 569 Ezzard St., off Edgewood
Ave., in Old 4th Ward, and see complete April calendar at dadsgarage.
com.

9

Land Trust Community Work Day. 1-5 p.m. Bring work gloves and
drinking water. Pizza will be served when we finish. Community Service hours available. Contact Brynan Hadaway for info, brynan1865@
yahoo.com. See page 11.

11

The Sierra Club, 2nd Tuesdays, sierraclub.org/georgia/atlanta. In a victory for science and clean water, the Sierra Club helped
win two recent court decisions on Appalachian streams harmed by
coal-mining pollution. The U.S. Court of Appeals for the 4th Circuit
affirmed a lower-court decision holding a coal company liable for violating a term of its Clean Water Act permit that prohibited pollution
discharges that are harmful to aquatic life. A federal court in West
Virginia directed the state and the federal EPA to take action to clean
up streams harmed by coal-mining

11 National Day of Silence, a grassroots project by the Gay, Les-

bian and Straight Education Network (GLSEN). An annual day to protest the bullying, harassment, abuse, or discrimination of members of
the LGBTQ community. On this day, people can take a day-long vow
of silence to represent symbolically the silencing of LGBTQ students
and supporters.

15
19

Annual Peace & Love SpringFest, 1-11 p.m. See details Page
11. (No drum circle, only April 1 this month).
Mary Lin monthly dine-out at our favorite kids-always-eatfree Flying Biscuit, 3rd Wednesday of every month. Simply show up
for dinner and mention Mary Lin, and Flying Biscuit’s management
will generously donate 5% of your ticket to the Mary Lin Education
Foundation.

20

Lake Claire monthly meeting— and every 3rd Thursday, in the Rose Room at The Frazer Center, 7 p.m. socialize,
7:15 meeting. Pizza provided free from Savage (THANKS, SAVAGE!)
Send calendar entries for the MAY Clarion by APRIL 15 to
editor@lakeclaire.org.

Candler Park Day School at the New
Church is proud to invite you to our
first parent-led fundraiser, Spring
Fest! Join us on Saturday, May 6
from 2 to 4 p.m. Atlanta’s famous
Mr. Michael of the Learning Groove
will kick off this family event with
an interactive music concert. Children, teachers, and parents can sing,
dance, laugh, and wiggle as Mr. Michael gets silly with his guitar! Following the concert, the fun continues
outside with bouncy houses, yummy
food, King of Pops, games, and a raffle.
This is also a fabulous time to get to
know your (Candler Park AND Lake
Claire) neighborhood pre-school.

We will be giving school tours and
answering questions. So, join us for
Spring Fest—a fabulous way to support the neighborhood school, have a
blast with the kids, and check out all
that Candler Park Day School has to
offer!
Tickets are available in advance,
or on May 6, at Candler Park Day
School. We are located at the New
Church, 1561 McLendon Ave., Atlanta, GA 30307—just across the street
from Candler Park.
For more information, contact Arin
Aynes (arinaynes@gmail.com) or
Kendra Longchamps (klongchamps@
netdividuals.com).

April and Early May
Festivals
Thanks to Anna Kilinski—and all of these have websites:
April 1 – Grant Park Food-o-Rama
April 1 and 2 – Festival on Ponce
April 7-9 – Dogwood Festival
April 8 – Run-Before-You-Crawl 5K/Pub Crawl
April 23 – Atlanta Streets Alive
April 21-23 – Sweetwater 420
April 29-30 – Inman Park Festival/Tour of Homes
May 5-7 – Shaky Beats Festival
May 6-7 – Chastain Art Festival

Saturdays in May – Decatur Concerts on the Square
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Editor’s note. The Clarion received quite a bit of feedback in response to
the story of the removal of beavers last month; below please find what I
considered to be the best of them. ~Ed.

Eager Beavers
by Taryn Heidel, Trees Atlanta (edited by the Clarion,
mainly for space consideration)
Beavers have been building dams
long before we began to. They are engineers, not only of their homes but of
their ecosystems. They are the largest rodent in North America, and the
second largest in the world behind
the capybara. Beavers are one of the

most important animals in Georgia.
They once were in great abundance,
but as our wetlands decreased with
increased development, beaver numbers decreased. They were almost
wiped out from Georgia due to unregulated trapping and habitat loss. Because of this, a restoration program
was started in the 1940s by the Department of Natural Resources and
the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service.
At times, beavers can be a nuisance, but they provide immense
ecological benefits. Beavers are
considered a keystone species. A
‘keystone species’ is one that has a
disproportionately large effect on
its environment relative to its abundance, and it plays a critical role in
maintaining or building the structure of its ecological community. The
elimination of a keystone species from an environment leads
to a domino effect which could
dramatically alter or destroy
the ecosystem. Additionally, the
presence of a keystone species could
also pave the way for new species to
migrate to a region or environment.
These species are often, but not always, predators (beavers are herbivores). Other examples of keystone
species are sea otters and wolves.
Beavers reside in creeks, rivers,
streams, ponds, lakes, and wetlands.
Wetlands are among the most productive ecosystems in the world and
should be preserved and protected.
They help slow erosion, raise water
tables, and improve water quality.
Beavers enhance wetland habitat, reduce flooding downstream,
reduce silt runoff, and diffuse
pollution. The dams they cleverly
engineer provide habitats, breeding
areas, and foraging grounds for other animals. In fact, habitats formed
by beavers are vital for many mammals, insects, reptiles, and amphibians, fishes, birds, and plants. In
the winter, they prefer to eat woody
vegetation, while in the spring and

summer they prefer aquatic plants
and tender green shoots. They eat
tree bark and the soft tissue right
under bark called cambium. They
use branches and remains of the tree
to construct their homes. Some trees
they especially enjoy gnawing on are

cottonwoods, aspens, willow, birch,
hazelnut, serviceberry, maple, alder,
ash, sweet gum, pine, dogwood, oak,
sycamore, red cedar, and Douglas fir.
There is often push-back against
beavers, but this is mostly due
to these creatures being misunderstood. Some common concerns
include flooding, tree damage, and
mosquitoes. Mosquitoes only breed
in standing water, and although the
pool created by a beaver’s dam could
appear to not be moving, the water
is actually passing through. Additionally, fish living in the pool will
eat up any mosquito larvae that exist. Flooding will only be an issue
for houses built within flood plains,
which is no longer allowed within the
City of Atlanta. Usually, beavers help
reduce flooding issues because the
dam slows the flow of water during
storm events. The only serious issue
beavers pose is the predation of valuable trees. Metal cages or hardware
cloth can be placed around the base
of trees to protect them from beavers. Our Forest Restoration team
has selected and planted trees with
multiple trunks as well as trees that
are specifically adapted to be able to
handle predation from beavers along
creeks where these amazing animals
are present. Some locations that are
home to beavers in the city are Tapestry, Piedmont Park, Clear Creek,
and Southfork. If you see a beaver,
remember they are master builders
of the natural world, and that “when
one tugs at a single thing in nature,
he finds it attached to the rest of the
world.” –John Muir.
Sources: beaversinengland.com/beaver-biology/beaver-impacts
www.beaversolutions.com/beaverfacts-protecting-trees
treenotes.blogspot.com/2009/01/
what-trees-do-beavers-prefer.html
georgiawildlife.com/node/741
Image: animalcontrolsolutions.com
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Beaver Refuge
by Meta Larsson
The Candler Park beavers are a perfect example of how a keystone species can create a healthy habitat for
native flora and fauna, as noted in
the article at left. After the concrete
culverts (an ill-conceived storm water
management project from the 1950s)
were removed from the Candler Park
Golf Course about ten years ago, and
the little creek was re-naturalized
with rocks and native plants, Castor
canadensis—the American beaver—
took up residence. The beavers soon
created a series of ponds along the
creek, which runs from McLendon
down the middle of the golf course
and joins another branch of Peavine
Creek at the northern end. The ponds
in turn have attracted a myriad of animals: turtles, frogs, fish, and snakes
inhabit the water; and in the air the
ecosystem teems with butterflies,
bats, dragonflies, and tons of birds,
among them nesting green herons
and mallards, swamp sparrows, and
occasional sandpipers and kingfishers. Brown-headed nuthatches and
bluebirds nest in trees by the ponds;
the brown-headed nuthatch is in decline, and Audubon is trying to help
create habitat this year. Our beavers

Bucky the Beaver, in Candler Park,
photo by Amy Stout
provided habitat for them!!! Redtailed hawks, who nest in a tall pine
tree close by, are often seen perched
high up in a tree by the largest pond.
In fact, over 50 species of birds have
been recorded by the student birding club at the Paideia School, while
surveying the wetlands for the past
several years. And a rare Virginia
rail was spotted by members of the
Audubon Society, which includes the
wetlands on their annual Christmas
Bird Count. The diversity speaks to

Cont. on p. 7.

Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor,
Just received the latest Clarion
and read with great interest the article on coyotes, and Wild in Lake
Claire (which I always enjoy!).
Thank you so much for bringing the
distressing, disturbing news about
the planned kills of coyotes to our
attention. I plan to call and write as
many politicians as I can, and I will
spread the word to friends. It sickens me to think that we teach people
that "senseless killing is ok"—esp. of
innocent animals—who are just trying to survive in this world that is
increasingly taking over their space.
I have heard some people in our
neighborhood express fear about
coyotes being dangerous to people—and to my knowledge they are
not—since they hunt small prey, at
night through early morning. I've
even heard fears about the possibility of them carrying rabies. Maybe
a future article in the Clarion could
contain some information about this
to calm some of the concerns, and increase support for their cause!
Thank you for your work on behalf
of animals; it is nice for me to know
that the Clarion, the neighborhood
newspaper, supports such causes.
~ Mary Ann Rosenberg
Editor’s Note: Please see March Clarion. We are saddened that The Georgia Department of Natural Resources-Wildlife Resources Division (!) has
started the contest to award the killing of coyotes. Please contact the commissioner of the department, Mark
Williams, 404-656-0188, and Senate
and House committees, contact info
on their websites.

Dear Editor,
I found myself deeply saddened by
the article in last month’s Clarion
that concerned the two healthy beavers removed from the backyards of
Lake Claire residents on the west
side of Lakeshore Drive. First, I want
to be sure that everyone realizes
these beavers were not just removed.
They, in fact, had to be killed, as relocation is against Georgia law.
It also saddened me that there was
not another way to solve the issue of
mosquitos and trees downed. I have
spent many pleasant hours at the
Candler Park Beaver Pond (and Golf
course) and have never been bothered by mosquitos. As for the trees,
is even one damaged seedling worth
the life of two beavers?
Handled
another way, this could have been a
wonderful “teaching moment” for us
all.
I don’t understand why the issue
of the beavers could not have been
brought to the attention of the whole
neighborhood. Isn’t this what a
“neighborhood” is all about? I think
with everybody’s input this situation
could have been brought to a less sad
end. Yes, I’m well aware of “private
property,” but should that be the final word on an issue like this?
Many years ago, when I visited the
Bronx Zoo there was a sign at the gate
which said something to the effect,
“you’re looking at the earth’s greatest predator.” Above these words was
a mirror. Why can’t we learn to coexist with wild animals rather than
consider them the enemy? And take
a closer look at ourselves in the mirror.
~ Carol Vanderschaaf

Lake Claire Clarion @ www.LakeClaire.org
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Save the Date! Lake Claire’s
3rd Annual BBQ & Beer Tasting,
Cator Woolford Gardens (Frazer Center).
Sunday, June 4 (back-up date Sunday, June 11).
Come on out for an afternoon on the lake, and dip a
toe (or probably a tongue) in some of the best BBQ
& Beer Lake Claire has to offer!
Silent auction, kids games, music, and fun for all ages!
More info coming soon! See you there!

Note: No Lake Claire Security Report this Month
(no stats received from APD since last issue)

Thanks for Paying Your
Neighborhood Dues
Lake Claire dues payers since last
time: Joseph Sinkule, Michael Lopata, Alexandra Gilbert, Pasquale Lacorte, Jr., Cynthia Baer, and Linda
Crawley.
Thanks, all of you. We appreciate
your support of our many wonderful
neighborhood initiatives, including
green spaces, worthy organizations,
and fun events…Lake Claire annual
dues are $20/year per household—
or—just like with National Public Radio, any amount is certainly appreciated. And remember, you can receive
a Lake Claire Banner package deal
for $50.00 if combined with annual
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RENEW
with
weekly
spring
yoga classes at The
Temple of
the Inner
Self at
1404 McLendon Ave, Atlanta
GA 30307. www.templeoftheinnself.org. This is a 6-week
beginner-friendly power flow
series with Certified Yoga
Teacher Deb B. Classes start
April 23 at 6 pm. Contact Deb
for more info at debxonick@
gmail.com or 503-407-6721.

For Sale: Foot locker, good
storage $15; camp stove $15;
U.S. mailbox in sealed box
$5; pair bar stools, $15 each,
bookcase $15. 404-373-8169.
VIOLIN/VIOLA lessons with
experienced teacher in Lake
Claire. Call Lynn at
404/377-6310.

dues! So, let’s get the checkbooks or
mobile phones out. You may pay your
dues at any time of the year, but the
Clarion recommends paying at the
first of the year… that is, now—and
in exchange, we put your name in
print! If we have missed anyone
who paid your dues and hasn’t been
noted in the Clarion, please be sure
to let us know, as we are happy to
include you next time. Pay by PayPal
at lakeclaire.org or the old-fashioned
check in the mail, to LCN, Attn: Jim
Rockaway, Treasurer, PO Box 5942,
Atlanta GA 31107.

JOHN MORGAN

Putting People
Before Sales
YOUR LISTING HERE
Now in the heart of our neighborhood
to serve you better than ever!
Come visit us at
1651 McLendon Ave NE,
across from Candler Park Market
Call for a free pre-selling
consultation and market analysis
JOHN MORGAN

Phone: 770-655-9423
Email: jmorgan@parkrealtyatlanta.com
Like our facebook page for more information about neighborhood events and other exciting news:
https://www.facebook.com/parkrealtyatlanta/
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CCRPI scores for the Grady Cluster
by Annsley Klehr, Lake Claire Neighbors Education Chair
CCRPI stands for The College and Career Ready
Performance Index. It is Georgia’s state-wide assessment that replaced the Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) under George W. Bush’s administration with the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB).
The State Department of Education offered flexibility waivers in 2011, in which states were allowed to opt out of NCLB. A state that opted out
had to replace AYP with another metric. So, in
2012, Georgia opted out. CCRPI used a one-hundred point system in contrast to the AYP’s pass/
fail. The CCRPI was to be a more comprehensive
test, testing other subject areas as well with the
goal of testing college and career readiness. The
CCRPI was also to factor in demographics and
other niches in testing.
The CCRPI measures: Achievement, Progress,
Achievement Gap, and Challenge Points. (www.
gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Accountability/Pages/default.aspx).
How is the CCRPI score derived (as of 2015) ?
There are four components to a school’s CCRPI
score.
Achievement (50 points):
• Content mastery of state and national end of
course tests (EOCT):
* Georgia Milestones (replaced CRCT), ACCESS, GAA, ACT, SAT, AP, IB, FTE 1 - Spe-

cial Ed environmental age 6 and above, FTE
–Survey Marking period start/end dates, GaDOE - data files, STEM certification, SLDS
usage, PBIS, USG/TCSG - Remediation/support required
• Post-high school readiness (15 points)
• School’s graduation rate over four years/predictor where 5th year students only count for 1/3 of
the points (15 points)
Progress (40 points):
• Students’ academic growth in each subject at
the end of the course is compared to their Milestones/CRCT score in that same subject.
Closing the Achievement Gap (10 points):
• A comparison of our 25% lowest performing students on the CCRPI with the State’s 25% lowest performing students—how big is the gap and
how much did we close the gap
• Looks at the bottom 25% of school’s student population compared to state averages. High-performing schools may earn more on the Gap size
than on Gap change. Lower-performing schools
may earn more on change than on size.
Challenge Points (Up 10 points can be awarded)
• These are awarded for indicators that a school
is surpassing its targets in an effort to address
achievement.

• This is an opportunity for high-poverty districts,
schools with many English Language Learners
and/or students with learning disabilities to
earn additional points.
What are average CCRPI scores in Georgia?
The state released 2015-2016 CCRPI data on
December 8, 2016. Here are the CCRPI State of
Georgia and APS averages:
			Georgia
APS
Elementary School 71.7		
65.6
Middle School
71.5		
61.5
High School		75.7		63.3
Here is what the Grady Cluster CCRPI scored:
Mary Lin			
98.9, the highestperforming school in the district with a 5.7 increase
Morningside			96.5
SPARK			
95.6, a 1.1 increase
Centennial Elementary
56.4
Kindezi Elementary		
77.3
Centennial Middle		
81.7
Kindezi Middle		
76.4
Inman			
91.6, a 0.9 increase
Grady			72.4
Way to go, Grady Cluster!! For more information and to see details for every school go to ccrpi.
gadoe.org/2016.

Wild in Lake Claire
by Guest Columnist Leah Pine

Hello—Safe Journey

Skiing in and around Lake Claire
Happy birthday on April 2,
Happy birthday on April 9,
Happy birthday on April 10,
Happy birthday on April 12,
Happy birthday on April 15,
Happy birthday on April 16,
Happy birthday on April 17,
Happy birthday on April 18,
Happy birthday on April 19,
Happy birthday on April 21,
Happy birthday on April 21,
Happy birthday on April 23,
Happy birthday on April 27,
Happy birthday on April 28,
Happy birthday on April 30,

Tyler Bliss, Leonardo, turns 9
Benton Carper, Leonardo
Kelly Crutcher, Hardendorf
Aarini Kakkar, Southerland Terrace
Jim Wilson, Delaware
Aliza Fleming, turns 17
Joe Agee, Harold, our esteemed LCN President
Deacon Baker, Leonardo, turns 16
Emily Allen, Harold
Jamie McGill, Delaware Ave, turns 14
Jennifer Meyer-Carper, Leonardo
Dan Geller, Marlbrook
Claudia Restler, Lakeshore Drive
Sara McGill, turns 12, Delaware, AND Kevin Restler, Lakeshore Dr.
Beth van Arkel, Southerland Terrace

And happy belated b’day to Judy Langford, March 3, Harold Ave. The Clarion loves you.
Please help us make this feature inclusive. Take a minute right now, and send life cycle events/important rights of passage, etc., for the month of MAY—and beyond—send to editor@lakeclaire.org. Deadline
APRIL 15 for the MAY newspaper (editor@lakeclaire.org).

Spraying your yard for mosquitoes kills bees.
It’s not so great for people either.
The “low-toxicity” pyrethrins and such that you
can have sprayed on your plants (“Lasts almost a
month! Kills ticks and fleas!”); or fogged in your
garden throughout the day—are low toxicity for
people and most animals, but not insects. Low
toxicity doesn’t mean nontoxic, however. A blog
out of Duke University School of the Environment
discusses how EPA approval is not a guarantee
of safety: see blogs.nicholas.duke.edu/thegreengrok/mosquitoschemicals.
Fogging creates mechanical human hazards as
well. “We entomologists are very much against
timed applications,” University of Georgia professor Lee P. Guillebeau told me in an email. “There
may be no mosquitoes present, and there may be
other things at risk. One report I read was about
a small child putting his or her mouth on the applicator; imagine the possible harm (and liability)
if the applicator went off at that time.”
The chemicals are non-selective, meaning they
kill all the insects they come in contact with, not
just the ones we don’t like. And while some mosquito-control companies advertise that they fog
in the evenings when bees are resting, that won’t
work here in Atlanta. The mosquito we are most
concerned with is a relative newcomer, the nonnative invasive Asian Tiger Mosquito, Aedes albopictus. It flies and bites during the day, when
bees and many other beneficial insects are also
out and about. Like our native mosquito, Aedes
albopictus can carry diseases, including West Nile
virus and Zika. Unlike our native mosquito, it can
lay its eggs in very shallow water, even a jar lid
or Southern Magnolia leaf will do. It only takes 5
days for an egg to reach maturation. That is why

Cont. on p. 9
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Lake Claire: Are We In a Historic District?
by Emily Taff and Molly McLamb
Do we live in a historic district? The western end of
Lake Claire is included in the
“Candler Park National Register Historic District.” While
this offers some benefits to
property owners, such as eligibility to apply for Historic
Preservation Tax Incentives,
listing on the National Register is primarily a recognition
of historic significance; it offers no protection on its own.
Protection and design review
for historic properties/districts come at the local (city
or county) level through the
designation of local Historic
Districts.

There has been talk lately
on Nextdoor, both in Lake
Claire and Candler Park,
about designating a Local
Historic District in Candler
Park, which could include a
portion of Lake Claire. So,
what IS a Local Historic District?
According to an article in
the Candler Park Messenger
in January, Atlanta’s Urban Design Commission (the
UDC or AUDC), established
in 1975, oversees the designation and design review
of Historic and Landmark
Buildings and Districts in
the City of Atlanta. Robert
Craig, owner of the SmithBenning House on Oakdale,
and a retired Professor of Ar-

Clifton houses

chitecture at Georgia Tech,
explains it this way:
“As a city ordinance, these
designations carry legal
clout and include general
guidelines (more stringent
for landmarks) intended to
maintain the very qualities (aesthetic) that define
the historic character of the
neighborhood. Repairs, additions, outbuildings, and other improvements always require city permits (or in some
cases variances), whether in
a designated district or not.
But the permit in an historic
district also requires a certificate of appropriateness
from the Atlanta Urban Design Commission (AUDC),
enabling an historic preservation review of the planned
‘improvement.’ … Whatever
is visible from a public right
of way is generally what is
assessed, and it is there that

Paige houses
Atlanta is growing, and a
Historic District designation
provides a way for neighborhoods to plan for and have
some level of control over
their future. It may be time

for (some) Lake Clarions to
start thinking about whether
they want to be a part of a
Historic District themselves,
as Candler Park picks up the
conversation.

Clifton houses
guidelines govern—interiors
are not considered, and paint
color does not require everyone in a district to paint their
houses a certain way. Many
homeowners appreciate the
recommendations of professionals, as they contemplate
adding, for example, a new
bedroom or second floor at
the rear of their houses.
Streetscape views (i.e., ‘street
appeal,’ and the like) inform
most review decisions.”
The Urban Design Commission oversees seven Historic
Districts and eight Landmark Districts in the City of
Atlanta. Grant Park, Inman
Park, Adair Park, and most
recently, Collier Heights,
number among the Historic
Districts, while Druid Hills
and Cabbagetown are among
the Landmark Districts,
leaning toward slightly more
stringent regulations.

Stay tuned for more information on the Historic District designation and meet-

* Adoption

ings in the near future to

* Commercial Real
Estate

discuss its possibility.

* Wills & Estate
Planning

Neal & Wright LLC
Your Family...Your Business… Your Firm!

* Corporate & LLC
Formation
* Other Business
Legal Services
Sherry Neal, J.D.
Sherry@nealandwright.com

Dan Wright, J.D.
Dan@nealandwright.com
Jodi Greenberg, J.D.
Jodi@nealandwright.com

Visit our website at
www.nealandwright.com

McLendon houses

125 E. Trinity Place, Suite 300
Decatur, GA 30030
(404) 257-6494
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Clifton Sanctuary Ministry

BEAVERS!

Continued from page 1.

Continued from page 3.

ing to get in line to purchase
a cup of coffee for the homeless man. I sat back down.
And just gave him my cup of
coffee. I had already taken a
sip or two, but he accepted it
anyway. The cashier wanted
him out of there as quickly
as possible. He was bad for
business. The man sauntered over to the cream station, and spent a bit of time
there. It was cold outside. He
stayed there for quite a while.
Eventually he turned around
and thanked me, and opened
the door to go outside. Well, I
decided I wanted a cup of coffee again, as I had just eaten
a muffin, and I was missing
the taste of the hot drink. I
stood to get in line, and the
cashier quickly handed me
an empty cup to get more
coffee. And I got more coffee.
The homeless are inconvenient, aren't they, cashier?
They often smell, and they
bother the customers.
Now, I am not trying to
climb the perch of admiration. I am certainly not a
saint. Not even near a saint.
I don't believe in saints anyway. But just as we want to
wall a homeless man out of
the coffee shop, we want to
build a physical wall to our
south. What is that about,
really? And I ask that of people who may have lost their
factory jobs to companies
moving across borders. What
are we really doing when we
build a wall? If we build a
wall.
I don't know the answer
to the question. And I don't
think the folks that want to
build the wall really know
the answer either. What is

the importance of the habitat
to both resident and migratory birds.
Since beaver lodges provide housing for other animals, it is likely that muskrats and otters spotted in
and around the ponds are
residing with the beavers in
their underground residence
hidden from view. Tracks of
fox, deer, raccoon, and possum have also been seen
along the creek banks.
The beaver pond habitat also hosts lovely native
plants. Hibiscus, lobelia,
morning glory, monkey flower, goldenrod, and others
bloom throughout spring and
summer and into late fall; in
and around the ponds sedges
and rushes; duckweed, dog
fennel and cattail offer food
and shelter. A survey of the
plant community, conducted
by Leslie Edwards, author of
The Natural Communities of
Georgia, found, roughly 175
plant species thus far, 75%
of which are native. Non-native plants including privet,
porcelain berry, kudzu, and
English ivy, are invasive

and could be pulled to minimize their impact on native
plants.
This healthy habitat has
been peacefully thriving
since 2006 on the golf course
thanks to a spirit of coexistence. In other places, dawn
and dusk beaver walks have
become tourist attractions for
urbanities craving nature;
we are lucky to have our own
wildlife habitat right in the
middle of our neighborhood.

Robert Bryan Davis is Lake
Clare Neighborhood Representative at Clifton Sanctuary Ministries. We so appreciate our CSM neighbors, the
organization and the men
we’ve met who have gone
through the program. We can
all be proud that Lake Claire

is diverse and respects diversity, not just home-owning vs.
homeless, but on many other
fronts as reflected on these
signs springing up all over
our neighborhood. And what
a great example RB Davis is
setting for his children before
school. ~ Beth.

going on here? What is really going on? I have a relative who lost a job when his
factory closed down here in
the Atlanta area. But he took
a 'lower' position with his
company in a different town
with the goal of moving up at
the new plant, and he accom-

Background: The restoration project was funded by
federal and local sources and
administered by the Georgia
State Environmental Protection Division. It was initiated and led by a consortium
of groups and individuals
that included the EPA, the
Ga. END, the City of Atlanta Parks Department, Park
Pride, CPNO, Paideia, and
other non-profit environmental groups and advocates,
including Candler Park resident Susan Grider Montgomery, who led the early stages
of the grant writing effort.

plished this. It took time. I
have so much respect for his
chosen path.
Neighbors, please forgive
my ramblings. But on behalf
of Clifton Sanctuary Ministries, thank you so much, for
not building a wall.
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April into May in the
Garden

Wild in Lake Claire

by Elizabeth Knowlton

it is sometimes called an “urban, container mosquito.”
Aedes albopictus was first
found in the U. S. in significant numbers in Texas in the
mid-1980s—it
apparently
arrived along with a shipment of tires. I first noticed
mosquitoes biting my hands
during the day in Atlanta ten
years later. Before then, I remember our summer days
being hot and sticky but relatively mosquito-free, except
at dawn and dusk.
Sprays applied to foliage
for longer-lasting protection
(“mosquito barriers”) are also
non-selective, meaning that
they too will kill beneficial
insects—such as bees, ladybugs, assassin bugs, as well
as spiders—that are moving about on leaves. These
are the same insects we are
trying to lure back into our
gardens for pollination and
natural control of garden
pests. Chemicals cannot kill
all the mosquitoes on your
property, nor are they restricted to killing only “your”
beneficial insects. Insects
don’t stop at your property
line. And most of them—including the Asian mosquito—have ranges farther than
the typical dimensions of an
urban Atlanta yard. Nor will
spraying your yard help reduce mosquito populations
in your community; you will
simply contribute to creating
a “super” mosquito, resistant
to less toxic chemicals now in
use. One year ago, scientists
reported finding mosquitoes
in Puerto Rico and Mexico
resistant to pyrethrins, the
chemicals often used in backyard control systems. Here
we are back in Silent Spring
territory
(www.rachelcarson.org/SilentSpring.aspx).
We thought we’d learned
our lessons when author
Rachel Carson showed that
DDT worked its way up the
food chain, thinning out the
shells of predator birds, wiping them out. Every time a
hawk sails over our yard in
Lake Claire, I marvel that I
get to watch it.
Now we are losing our
bees—European and native—which may be worse, if
you count food as more important than the beauty of wild
things. “But,” you say, “My
children are miserable. The
family can’t sit outside without being devoured. I can’t
garden without slathering
up with disgusting chemical
creams like DEET. And the
mosquito carries dangerous
diseases.” Indeed, it is a difficult problem, and there are
no easy solutions. But we are
ingenious, problem-solving,
curious humans. I think we

If you have not yet put your
tomatoes in the ground, here
is a method I have used for
decades in my small yard
but have not mentioned lately. The original plan from a
now-defunct garden magazine called for a central, twofoot “feeder” pit surrounded
by separate seedling pits and
was guaranteed to produce
hundreds of tomatoes on
five plants. I have modified
the plan to fit our heavy clay
soil, having only a single pit
for each plant, dug in a section of the garden not used
for tomatoes in three years,
and measuring a foot across
and as close to two feet deep
as possible. Eighteen inches
will work also. (Fortunately
I now have an excellent yard
helper who dug six deep holes
this year.) Add to each pit
these layers: grass clippings
or weeds; a trowel full of rockphosphate; the same of bone
meal; a half cup of organic
tomato fertilizer; two shovels
of composted manure; and a
cup of fish emulsion. Then
fill the pit with water, and
let it sink into the earth. (If
you have any doubts about
drainage, fill a pit with water before adding anything,
and make sure it all drains
away in a day.) Last, fill each
pit with a mixture of the best
excavated soil and compost.
The earlier you do this, the
more chance the contents
have to mix and sink, so it is
fine to have soil mounded up
over the holes before planting. Mark each location with
a stout stick or stake to make
sure you remember where
they are when using other
areas of the bed for planting
quick-growing crops that will
like the shade.
If this works for you, dig
the holes earlier next year,
just making sure you have
some green matter for the
first layer. Kitchen waste
would work too. As to when
you should plant your tomatoes, the traditional date
would be after the full moon
April 11; however, they can
be set out earlier if you have

Wall o’ Waters or can wrap
your cages with plastic.
My major problem in gardening has been varmints
(plus the squash vine borer).
Squirrels, chipmunks, possum, and now rabbits are all
interested in eating or playing with your vegetables and
ornamentals. The latter can
be protected with Repels-All,
but most such sprays cannot be used on food crops. I
have used hot pepper wax
formulas with lesser and
greater success. When they
are small, such plants as the
leafy greens can be protected
by a cage of wire or screening, another reason to plant
in blocks. My cage has rusted
out, so I had to put netting
over the frame this year, and
I know that can be chewed
through, so am spraying
the kale also. There seems
to be no solution to protecting large fruits like tomatoes
and peppers since whatever
eats them seems to like hot
pepper.
This year my brother has
sent me a subscription to
Birds and Blossoms, a lightweight magazine that has
nothing new to say to me
about gardening but forces
me to pay more attention
to the birds. We are now in
nesting season. If you have
the wherewithal, plant hawthorn, pyracantha, dogwood,
hollies, wax myrtle, viburnum, cedar, and Japanese
yew to provide muti-stemmed
cover, fruits, and some winter protection. If you do not
have the money and time
to add all these, take a look
at your present yard. Our
neighborhood is full of privet
and honeysuckle and other
self-seeded plants. Of course,
we do not deliberately plant
invasive foreigners (although
what are we?), but there is
no point in scraping bushes
and vines that give bird cover from your property if you
are not able immediately to
replace them with something
else as good.

Cont. on p. 10.
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Continued from page 5.
can develop a true, healthy
solution when we say “no”
to the same tired, dangerous
routines. As Professor Guillebeau wrote me later in the
same email, rather than using pyrethrins, “It is much
better for a neighborhood to
work together to eliminate
breeding sites.”

quitoes. I read an intriguing
ad for a mosquito trap that
might work since it attracts
using CO2 (www.mosquitoreviews.com/mega-catch-ultra-reviews).

Along those lines: Walk
your property weekly to locate, tip, clean, or remove
containers that can act as
breeding sites. See dekalbhealth.net/envhealth/westnile-virus/breeding-sites/.
My neighbors use an outside
fan and citronella candles to
keep mosquitoes away. They
throw big parties, so I guess it
works. Share a leaf shredder
with a neighbor or community and use it to shred Southern magnolia tree leaves
(Magnolia grandiflora) that
are lying on the ground.
These leaves can hold enough
water to breed mosquitoes
when it rains all week. Use
the shredded leaves as weed
barriers on paths; they are
allopathic, i.e., they have a
chemical that inhibits the
growth of other plants. Remove saplings and medium
sized trees. This Coastal
Plain tree is invading our
forests and shading out native Piedmont vegetation. In
a natural situation, it would
be restricted to waterways
by fire. Buy organic mosquito dunks impregnated with a
mosquito-specific bacterium
for use in flower-pot saucers
and other areas. Lowes carries them. You can also add a
bit of vegetable oil—cheaper
but stickier—to the liquid,
which will suffocate the larvae. Adding bat houses won’t
help with the Asian mosquito
because our bats fly at night;
but they will help with the
native Southeastern mos-

More on Toxic
Damage to
Bees

Leah Pine is a landscape architect and arborist. She wrote this
for the Clarion, but it is edited.
You can see the whole blog post
at www.leahpine.com

The
introduction
of
certain chemical substances—such as ethanol or pesticides —to a
bee's environment can
cause the bee to display
abnormal or unusual
behavior and disorientation. In sufficient
quantities, such chemicals will poison and even
kill the bee. When bees
become intoxicated from
ethanol
consumption
or poisoned with other
chemicals, their balance
is affected, and they are
wobbly when they walk.
A tremulent bee is more
likely to stick out its
tongue, or proboscis.
Inebriated bees spend
more time flying, and if
a bee is sufficiently intoxicated, it will just lie
on its back and wiggle
its legs. Inebriated bees
typically have many
more flying accidents
as well. Some bees that
are poisoned become too
inebriated to find their
way back to their hives,
and they will die as a result. Toxic poisoning of
honeybees also disrupts
foraging and social behaviors.

10

Gardening
Continued from page 9.
The Geum I enthusiastically planted last year all died
in our hot, humid summer,
just like the regular kinds
of this perennial. Atlanta is
not Seattle, despite being in
the same cold zone. As usual,
the stars of the summer were
annuals I started from seeds
and cuttings: salvia, browallia, coleus, vinca, marigolds, zinnias, and a giant
castor plant, which I expect
to self-seed this spring. Yes,
my Shasta daisies, Japanese
anemones, monarda, and
garden phlox are all beautiful, but most finish long before the annuals and struggle
with disease and the heat.
April is as busy as March
in the vegetable garden. You
can begin sowing beans plus
additional squares of radishes, lettuce, carrots, beets,
and Swiss chard. Tomatoes,
peppers, and eggplant can
be moved to the cold frame;
and with protection, tomato
plants can go into the ground.
Just monitor the temperature forecast on line, especially around the full moon.
As I write in mid-March, we
are about to have the lowest temperatures since early
January.
Last, please monitor your
trash. Start or maintain a
compost pile for the kitchen
waste, leaves, and weeds on
your property. Carry bags
with you for shopping, and
recycle whatever containers
you are forced to purchase.
Finally, what you must place
in the green herby should be
secured in some manner so
that it does not blow all over
the neighborhood when it is
dumped. I have been picking up pink Styrofoam packing pieces from my Delaware
gutter for over three months
now. Let me know how your
garden grows!
Contact Elizabeth with
your questions/comments at
knowltonew@earthlink.net.
~Beth
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*Please consider NOT spraying your yard for mosquitos*
Insecticides are toxic to a
broad variety of wildlife.
Among other animals
and beneficial insects,
spraying injures song

birds that use invertebrates as food, as well
as fish, many of which
Lake Clarions keep in
their yards; and honey-

bees! Yesterday, within
the hour of a pesticide
treatment, three honeybees were found dead
in the next-door neigh-

bor’s yard. PLEASE see
the article “Wild in Lake
Claire” this month, beginning on Page 5.

A
CARD
yOU CAN TRUST

low rate never changes. no annual fee.
no-fee cash advances at the same rate.

404 525 0619
BONDCU.COM

local

STARTING AT 9.99% APR* - SEE BONDCU.COM/LOANS/CREDIT-CARD FOR MORE INFO
*Restrictions may apply; subject to approval. APR=Annual Percentage Rate. For details, call 404-525-0619 x217
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COMMUNITY WORK DAY

at the Land Trust, 270 Arizona Ave. NE
Sunday, April 9, 1:00 - 5:00 pm
(concluding with the traditional pizza)
Help prep the land for the Peace & Love Fest! Spreading wood chips,
weeding, more. Bring work gloves & drinking water. Extra wheelbarrows welcome. Pass the word! Bring a friend! Join our community!

Greetings, Beautiful People!

Peace & Love SpringFest, Sat., April 15
by Frani Green
Spring has definitely sprung, and we are gearing up for our Peace & Love Spring Fest FUNdraiser, supporting the Lake Claire Community Land Trust. This year we have an amazing
line-up of musicians from all different genres that are blessing us with their talents to bring
you all a day of music, art, food, drinks, community, and FUN . . . so put on your dancing shoes
and head out to the Land Trust on Saturday, April 15. The festivities are from 1:00 p.m. until
11:00 p.m. This is a family-friendly event, rain or shine. As always, we will also have face
painting, a bake sale, and raffle. Suggested donation is $10; teens, $1; kids under 12, free. Tell
everybody! Please leave your critters at home for this day.
Here is our amazing lineup:

Please respect our Land
Trust and our neighbors!
Take MARTA, carpool,
walk, ride your bike.
If you drive, park at Clifton Sanctuary, 369 Connecticut Ave., not other
streets near the Land
Trust. Do not block driveways or move orange cones.
Invite all your friends.
BRING CASH. Tread
Lightly. Recycle recyclables and throw away trash
in marked containers.

1:00-1:30 LadyBug Events Presents: The Traveling Garden Variety Shoe Show.
A whimsical imaginative production that is sure to educate and enchant young audiences.
The Garden Variety Shoe is a literal 6-by-10-foot shoe stage that is reminiscent of the classic
nursery rhyme of the old woman who lived in a shoe. Springing forth from the various windows and doors audiences will encounter hand-made puppets, funny figures, and interactive
characters.

Mind your children. Absolutely NO PETS: DON’T
BRING YOUR DOG.

1:45-2:15 7-Thirty, a trio of teens from the Alpharetta area. These 13- and 14-year
olds play jazz-inspired alternative songs with their own unique flair. Check out their Facebook page for a preview of these amazing young musicians.

Bring your own re-usable
plate and utensils to get
$1.00 off your meal. Bring
your own re-usable cup, too.

2:30-3:00 M.O.M.S. All Star Band (Music On Main Street in Lilburn) brings together kids
from ages 10 to 18 to learn to play music, and we are so happy that they will be coming to
share with us their energy, love, and talent.
3:15-4:00 My Imaginary Band. A local group of folks who have been playing rock’n’roll
and alternative tunes for us for years. It wouldn’t be the same without them!
4:15-5:15 The Atlanta Rock ‘n’ Roll Allstars. Like visitors from a bygone era, this group
of young gifted musicians will take us back to a time of Motown, Rhythm and Blues, and
sounds that will swoon you to the moon. Check out their Facebook page.
5:30-6:30 Cledus Jeremiah Jones and the Spirit Bones - Fronted by Candler Park’s
own CJ Jones, this is an eclectic outfit out of the Commander Cody textbook of music. You’ll
be rockin’ and hoppin’ to their infectious Americana sound (cledusjeremiahjones.com).
6:45-7:30 The Sensua Players - perform West African djembe drumming and hold classes
for the community at large. We are so lucky to have them back as a ritual for our gathering.
Check out their Facebook page.
7:45-9:15 Ralph Roddenbery and The Jones. The band is a dynamic blend of Americana, roots rock, and a twist of the blues. By combining four-part harmonies with energizing
riffs, captivating lyrics, remarkable stage presence, and a driving rhythm section, RRB is able
to connect with the audience in a way that makes them feel as if they are having a one-on-one
conversation about life.” Get ready to dance! (www.ralphroddenbery.com)
9:30-11:00 Ari and the Alibis. Infusing funk, jazz and samba with blues, soul and rock,
they have created a memorable ear-catching sound, hailing from Tampa Bay, Florida. We are
so excited that they are traveling to treat us to their high-energy music (ariandthealibis.com).

Cigarette smoking only in
designated area, now the
cul-de-sac.

Visit our Land Trust info
table and sign up to be a
2017 Supporter for $10.
Support our vendors. Have
as much fun as possible!!!
Keep your voices down
when leaving. Thank you
for your peace, love and
support
We love our volunteers
and couldn’t do these
events
without
them.
Please contact Brynan for
volunteer opportunities,
brynan1865@yahoo.com.

Miss Ladybug and the
Land Trust Family Project thank you for bringing
family fun energy to the treasure that is our lovely Land
Trust. We look forward to
playing in the dirt with you
and your family soon!
Children’s Garden days at
the Lake Claire Community
Land Trust: Selected Sundays, 4:00-6:00 pm. $5 donation;
April 9: Beautification
Project and Spring Planting,
Garden name voting day;
June 4: Garden Name Unveiling, Summer Planting
and Nature Crafts;
June 26-30: Garden Theater Camp! 8:00 am – 1:00
pm;
July 23: Garden Beautification, Summer Harvesting
and Fall Planting;
Aug. 27: Garden Beautification, Summer Harvesting
and Fall Planting;
Sep. 24: Garden Beautification and Equinox Celebration; Nov. 12: Have S’more
Garden Show. (Donations go
directly to the Land Trust,
which has contracted with
Ladybug Events to host the
series, except for the Theatre
Camp, which is Miss Ladybug’s own venture.)

“The Ladybug wears no disguises,
She is just what she advertises.
A speckled spectacle of spring,
A fashion statement on the wing.
A miniature orange kite.
A tiny dot-to-dot delight.”
J. Patrick Lewis,
“The Little Buggers”

We can’t wait to see you all there! Love on your heads!

Name the Children’s Garden

Sunday, April 9: Family Fun, Spring Planting, and Voting for a Name
by Andrea Zoppo
All ages are invited to join
Miss Ladybug and friends for
a Spring Garden Work Party
to beautify the new Children’s Garden space at the
Land Trust, Sunday, April 9
from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. With
music and entertainment,
we will share treats, vote
on the name, and get dirty
learning and planting! During the first half of the event
we will be working and play-

ing in the garden. During the
second half we will make and
serve lemonade and snacks
while we cast our ballots to
choose a name for the new
Children’s Garden. Bring
your own suggestion to toss
into the ring!
The Children’s Garden
serves as an interactive space
to grow, learn, and create
art. We welcome your child’s
involvement to shape the

look and feel and Garden’s
programs for the year. The
official unveiling of the new
name will be at the Summer
Planting event on June 4.
The family that submits the
winning name will have the
great honor of placing the
first garden gnome statue in
the new garden, and getting
their pictures in the Clarion!

Want to volunteer, join our
garden club, or get more information? Email Missladybug@ladybugeventsllc.com.
Don’t have time for all that?
No worries, join us if you can
for any or all of our upcoming
events, all on Sunday afternoons from 4:00 to 6:00, as
in the past. Each one of the
programs listed above will
include collaborative theater
elements,
environmental

education, hands-on garden
work, and a healthy delicious
seasonal snack.
Miss Ladybug and the
Land Trust Family Project
thank you for bringing family fun energy to the treasure
that is our lovely Land Trust.
We look forward to playing
in the dirt with you and your
family soon!
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We hope this series is fun and a way
for young Clarion readers/writers/
artists to participate. This month,
Layla Klehr responded to last month’s
article on Page 1, “Animal Killing Contest
Sponsored by the Georgia Department
of Natural Resources’ Wildlife Resources
Division.” I can’t help but think of the

saying, “from the mouths of babes”—the
fact of that department’s hosting that
contest is surreal; when Layla read it (in
the course of reading the Clarion cover to
cover, I might add), she was immediately
shocked and inspired to write this piece.
Layla, age 7½, is in the 2nd grade at Mary
Lin, and she loves to read. We appreciate

April 2017

her frequent contributions to the Clarion.
Hey there, Lake Claire kids of all ages,
let’s hear from you – we want your creativity. Submit articles, poetry, drawings,
your original puzzles, etc., to editor@lakeclaire.org. We’d love to hear from you.

Why Coyotes Should
Not Be Killed
by Layla Klehr
There is a coyote killing
contest in the State of
Georgia that started in
March. The coyotes are
coming to the city of Atlanta. They have been
close by to Lake Claire.

I think that you should
never kill an animal
unless there is a need
for food or clothing.
There is always a consequence to whatever
you do. If there are no
coyotes then other mice
and rodents will come
into houses because
there will be no coyotes
to eat them. Animals
should never be killed
in a contest. Why do
they need a contest for
coyotes? I think that
we should transport
all coyotes in the area
of gun shooting to zoos
now.
*Some ideas contributed by
Andy Sandhaus and Isla
Murphy

NEW CONTEST:

CONGRATULATIONS!
Sawyer Klehr, age 3½,
found the hidden books
from the last Clarion, in
honor of reading and unplugging for a day. Sawyer says, “I like to read,
and ride my scooter, and
play with my kitty.” Sawyer lives on Hardendorf,
where he is a loving little brother to Layla, this
month’s featured writer.

Featured writer Layla with little brother Sawyer

April
showers
bring May flowers.
For
this
month, find the
Lake Claire owl
demonstrating
April
showers.
The winner/winners will have
their pictures in
the next Clarion.
To win, send an
e-mail to editor@
lakeclaire.org tell-

ing us the page
number
where
you find the hidden graphic. Any
child from Lake
Claire is eligible,
except that you
can’t win two
months in a row.
Hurry and look;
competition is always stiff for this
coveted prize.

