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Theatre, Arts, and Music
Atlanta is a city bursting 

with creative energy. In 
these highly unsettled times, 
most theatre, arts, and mu-
sic venues are still dark, and 
over the past six (!) months, 
those of us who are avid 
patrons have gotten used 
to viewing productions via 
Zoom, Youtube, and other 
virtual platforms. Here are 
some updates.

Both the Alliance The-
atre and Atlanta Symphony 
have announced that they 
will try to kick-start their 
2020-21 season later this 
fall with social distancing 
in mind. The Alliance plans 
to reopen in November (its 
52nd season) with drive-in 
movie style productions, so-
cially distanced shows on 
the Coca-Cola Stage, and a 
brand-new streaming plat-
form. The season will begin 
in November with A Very 
Terry Christmas. In Febru-
ary 2021 they will produce 
Hands Up, depicting the re-
alities of Black America from 

the perspectives of varying 
genders, sexual orientations, 
skin tones, and socioeconom-
ic backgrounds. 

The Atlanta Symphony 
musicians will be playing 
on the stage with audiences 
watching from home on the 
ASO Virtual Stage platform 
through December 31. By 
year-end they will announce 
plans for January through 
June 2021. Visit aso.org to 
view the reimagined virtual 
season.

Theatrical Outfit has a 
brand-new lineup that em-
braces digital programming 
and includes: Downtown 
Dialogues, Made In Atlanta, 
The Welcome Table, The Un-
expected Play Festival, and A 
Return to the Mainstage, this 
coming Spring 2021. (www.
theatricaloutfit.org/)

Horizon Theatre, our ven-
ue in Little Five Points, has 
several “at home” programs, 
including Sing with Keena, 
a professional voice teach-
er/singing coach. Horizon 

plans on staying connected 
through social media and 
streaming events, play read-
ings, interviews with actors 
(past and present), and oth-
er live events to be viewed 
from the safety of one’s own 
home (www.horizontheatre.
com). 7 Stages Theatre says, 
“We like it over here when 
things get weird, but this is 
certainly not what we had in 
mind.” As of press-time, all 
of their events are cancelled, 
and they are doing their part 
to practice social distancing. 
Stay tuned via the website.

Actor’s Express intends 
to deepen its commitment to 
the community while stay-
ing true to the core of what 
makes the organization so 
special. As of press time, no 
other information is avail-
able. 

Out Front Theatre Com-

pany in Midtown announced 
it has postponed its remain-
ing 2020 productions— Xan-
adu and Judy’s Scary Little 
Christmas—until at least 
next year due to the out-
break. Both were to take 
place this fall. Out Front 
plans to premiere The Pink 
Unicorn on January 21 as its 
first in-person production, if 
conditions allow.

The Atlanta Opera: The 
2020-21 season-opening pro-
duction, La Bohème will be 
November 7-15. Madama 
Butterfly will take place No-
vember 12, 14, and 17 in a 
slightly reduced staging, in 
order to accommodate the 
production concurrently 
with La Bohème. Both pro-
ductions will be held at the 
Cobb Energy Performing 
Arts Centre. Information 
is changing daily, so check 

www.atlantaopera.org/coro-
navirus/.

Beyond the brick-and-
mortar venues with which 
most folks may be familiar, 
there are virtual opportu-
nities. Some interesting 
scripts are published on this 
English-based on-line cata-
logue: www.smithscripts.
co.uk. These include some 
by Emory Professor Hank 
Kimmel, Confessions of a Hit 
Man, and Divided Among 
Themselves. There is a virtu-
al production that is timely, 
considering that the Jewish 
New Year has just passed, 
entitled An Answer to Their 
Prayers.: The Days of Awe. 

THE CLARION IS  
PRINTED ON  

RECYCLED PAPER.

Lake Claire Halloween / Clarion Costume 
Contest!
It’s almost Halloween, but 

what a different Hallow-
een it will have to be. Hal-
loween Lake Claire style 
has always meant our annual 
Lake Claire Parade, the fun 
signature event where the 
entire neighborhood dresses 
up, and parades a few blocks 
to Lake Claire Park to hang 
out, have fun, and eat treats. 

But, as we all know, 2020 is 
different.

At this point, we’ve mas-
tered the Zoom party, the 
socially distanced backyard 
soirée, and safe ways to host 
family and friends. But how 
to use these newfound safe 
socializing skills for the first 
big event of the fall/winter 
holiday season? With Hal-

loween falling on a Saturday 
this year and several chal-
lenging months behind us, 
it is only natural that people 
want to celebrate. But many 
of the traditional things to 
do on Halloween—parties, 
parades, haunted houses, 
and crowds of kids trick-or-

Previous Parade - photo by Gretchen Connell

Lake Claire Leadership  
October Nominations
The annual Lake Claire 

Neighbors (LCN) Execu-
tive Committee elections are 
in November. According to 
our bylaws, all nominations 
must be made at the regular 
yearly LCN meeting in Octo-
ber. The basic requirement 
for nomination, either self-
nomination or if nominated 
by another, is attendance at 
a minimum of four regular 
meetings since last Novem-
ber. A slate of officers will 
also be presented. So, if you 
would like to serve the neigh-
borhood in this valuable 
fashion, and you will meet 
the requirement as of the Oc-
tober meeting (i.e., you have 
already attended at least 3 
meetings, so the October 

meeting will be your 4th 
or more), do consider leader-
ship in the neighborhood, a 
very good cause—AND fun. 
Meetings as of now are be-
ing held via Zoom, but once 
things are back to “normal” 
after Covid precautions, will 
be in the Frazer Center, 
Rose Room, again. Meetings 
are on the third Thursday of 
each month, 7 p.m. socialize, 
7:15 meeting begins. Savage 
has provided free pizza for 
the meetings. Nominations 
(the complete listing of 
current positions are in 
the masthead at the top 
of Page 2), will be at our 
meeting on Thursday, Oc-
tober 15. We hope to see 
you there.

Cont. on p. 9

Cont. on p. 6
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October Calendar
2... and every Friday: Black Lives Matter peaceful protest. Join other 

Lake Claire folks at Clifton and Ponce Friday evenings from 5:15 
to 6 p.m. 

5–30 Voter Registration/Absentee Ballot: Deadline to register 
online to vote is Monday, October 5, deadline for registering 

in person or by mail—postmarked by Oct 5; Deadline to request a ballot by 
mail is October 30. Early voting runs from Monday, October 12 to Friday, 
October 30. 

15 Lake Claire Neighbors monthly meeting 3rd Thursdays. Please check 
website to see when this meeting will be back in the Rose Room at 

The Frazer Center (7 p.m. socialize, 7:15 meeting. Pizza provided free from 
Savage) or via Zoom (and get your own pizza!!). Check lakeclaire.org for 
updates and Zoom information. Important Note: This October meeting 
is the one for nominations for the LCN Exec. Committee, election at 
the November meeting. Please see details on Page 1.

30 Lake Claire Land Trust Virtual Jack-o-Lantern Carving Contest—
send pics of your carved pumpkin by October 30. Details on Page 11

31 Put on your Halloween costume! Deadline for Clarion Halloween 
Contest is November 1! Kids (and adult kids), send pictures in your 

costume(s) for $$ prizes! Send a file that is 1mb-plus, and note name and 
street, to editor@lakeclaire.org. See article Page 1.

Clarion Staff
Editor: Beth Damon, editor@lakeclaire.org
Advertising: Pat Del Rey,
 advertising@lakeclaire.org
Distribution: Alicia McGill,
 distribution@lakeclaire.org
Layout: Véronique Perrot, layout@lakeclaire.org

Contact Lake Claire Neighbors at PO Box 5942, 
Atlanta, GA 31107, 404-236-9526 or  
www.lakeclaire.org.

The Clarion is published  
monthly. The deadline for adver-
tising and editorial consideration 
is the 15th of the month preceding 
publication. Letters to the editor 
should be limited to 300 words 
or fewer. The opinions expressed 
herein are those of  
the authors and not those of Lake 
Claire Neighbors, Officers, or  
the Clarion Staff.
Cover banner photo by Sarah  
Coburn

Lake Claire Officers for 2020
President: Joe Agee, president@lakeclaire.org
VP Finance & Treasurer:
 Eileen O’Neill, treasurer@lakeclaire.org
VP Planning & NPU Rep:
 Carol Holliday, npu@lakeclaire.org
VP Zoning: Beth Grashof, zoning@lakeclaire.org
VP Environment: Melissa Pressman,
 environment@lakeclaire.org
VP Safety: Miriam Herbers, safety@lakeclaire.org
VP Communications: Nancy Dorsner, comm@lakeclaire.org
VP Fun(d)raising: Pen Sherwood, fun@lakeclaire.org
Education Chair: Annsley Klehr, education@lakeclaire.org.

The Clarion Newspaper (and its predecessor Neighbors Monthly Newsletter and its predecessor Lake Claire Neighbors Flyer)  
has been written, edited, and distributed by volunteers since 1989.

A President In Our Midst:  
FDR in Georgia
by Dan White

“On April 12, 1945 at 3:35 p.m., as World War II slowly wound down,  
life stopped in the United States. President Franklin Delano Roosevelt  
had died at his beloved Little White House in Warm Springs, Georgia,  

of a cerebral hemorrhage. Word soon got out via radio, newspaper,  
telegrams, and neighbor telling neighbor.”

I want to tell my Lake Claire neigh-
bors about a new documentary film 
in production that tells this story fur-
ther, A President In Our Midst: FDR 
in Georgia. The people of Georgia had 
an immeasurable impact on our na-
tion’s 32nd president, and he, in turn, 
had a substantial impact on the peo-
ple of Georgia during his twelve years 
in office and in the decades since. 

Did you know that President Roo-
sevelt spoke at Georgia Tech and At-
lanta University about creating pub-
lic housing? Today many people don’t 
understand the dire need for housing 
during the Great Depression. The 
public housing that was created in 
Atlanta replaced slums that would 
horrify us all today.

Did you know that President Roo-
sevelt served as the commencement 
speaker at Oglethorpe University’s 
1932 graduation ceremony and out-
lined the economic policies of the New 
Deal? As difficult as things are today 
for some, things were worse in 1932.

Today, Georgians living outside 
of Atlanta and other cities are con-
cerned with rural broad-band Inter-
net access. During Franklin Roos-
evelt’s presidency, Georgians were 
concerned about access to basic 
electricity. Most rural homes didn’t 
have it, just as today there are still 
many people who don’t have Internet 
access at home or don’t have high-
speed Internet access. During a visit 
to Barnesville, Georgia, Roosevelt 
“turned on the lights” through the 
Rural Electric Administration (REA). 
Today’s Electric Membership Coop-
eratives (EMCs) still serve 10 percent 
of America’s citizens and are poised 
to provide broad-band Internet to our 

neighbors around the state, including 
some in metro Atlanta counties.

This documentary film project is 
being produced in partnership with 
the Georgia Humanities Council. If 
you wish to be a supporter, please 
consider a donation to help reach the 
goal of $10,000 from the general pub-
lic, at www.georgiahumanities.org/
donate-form/. Choose “FDR in Geor-
gia” Film Project. All donations are 
tax deductible and much appreciat-
ed. Donations of $1,000 or more will 
be featured in the film credits. 

Filming begins this fall with the 
expected airing on Georgia Public 
Broadcasting (GPB) stations by April 
12, 2021, the 76th anniversary of 
FDR’s death in Warm Springs, Geor-
gia. Please use the following link to 
watch a 90-second preview of the 
documentary which aired on GPB 
this year on the 75th anniversary of 
FDR’s death: vimeo.com/405907339.

Thank you for your interest and 
support as we preserve on film this 
remarkable period in Georgia his-
tory. I’ll end with a thank you to one 
specific neighbor, John Kelly, for his 
ideas and recommendations regard-
ing production and filming.

Frazer’s Early Childhood  
Inclusion Program Evolves
by Dina Shadwell
It was always in the plans, but the 
pandemic put Frazer’s Early Child-
hood Inclusion Program on fast-for-
ward. Three years ago, Frazer be-
gan a partnership with the Adaptive 
Learning Center (ALC) which spe-
cializes in inclusive early education. 
ALC specialists would come into the 
classrooms to observe the environ-
ment and work with the teachers and 
children to determine what adapta-
tions could be made to better support 
the children with special needs. This 
model of inclusive education has been 
tremendously successful, but main-
taining it would prove to be a chal-
lenge without extra grant funding. 
So last fall, with an eye toward sus-
taining the program in the long term, 
Frazer brought on a full time Inclu-
sion Coordinator, Courtney Kiser.

Courtney first discovered Frazer 
when she toured the facility with a 
family whose child she was support-
ing. She fell in love with the envi-
ronment and knew she wanted to 
work at Frazer. As fate would have 
it, Courtney was perfectly suited for 
the new Inclusion Coordinator posi-
tion, which allows her to combine her 
skills and passions: early childhood 
development and Applied Behavior 
Analysis within the natural envi-
ronment of the classroom. In March, 
when the pandemic hit and Frazer 
temporarily closed, the administra-
tion was forced to take a good, hard 
look at the partnership with ALC. 
Frazer Center’s Inclusion Program 
was designed to grow, and the pan-

Cont. on p. 5
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Importance of Voting November 3
A new national survey finds high 
voter engagement with the presiden-
tial election coming in November– 
and an all-time high record of those 
who say it “really matters” who wins 
in November for making progress 
on important national issues. Yet, 
the coronavirus outbreak continues 
to cast a large shadow. Half of U.S. 
registered voters say it will be diffi-
cult to vote in person in the upcom-
ing elections, a substantial change 
since the October 2018 midterm, 
when 85% of registered voters said 
it would be easy to vote. We are all 
keenly aware of how important it is 
to vote, considering how significantly 
even one piece of legislation can im-
pact the lives of many—and how the 
decisions of officials shape our daily 
lives. 

There is a group called March for 
Our Lives (MFOL) that young sur-
vivors started in the days after the 
tragedy at Marjory Stoneman Doug-
las High School in Parkland, Flori-
da. To raise awareness about gun 
violence, they travelled the country, 
registering new voters. Inspired by 
the Freedom Riders of the 1960s, 
they held voter registration events 
with 200+ mayors, helping regis-
tering 800,000 people on National 
Voter Registration Day—an all-time 
record. MFOL now has hundreds 

of chapters around the country and 
has reached Lake Claire with their 
program “Our Power in the States.” 
The program involves collabora-
tion between artists and organizers 
to engage young people in the elec-
tion and on issues such as voting 
and voter suppression, with “Tiny 
Voter Registration Centers.” About 
the size of the Little Free Libraries, 
boxes contain forms to (1) register to 
vote, (2) request an absentee/mail-in 
ballot, and (3) volunteer to be a poll 
worker in the upcoming election, 
plus pre-stamped envelopes, clear in-
structions, and even pens and hand 
sanitizer! Volunteers include local 
artists who designed the boxes, those 
who helped to install the boxes, and 
neighbors who volunteered to host 
the boxes in front of their homes.

One of these get-out-the-vote 
boxes is in Lake Claire at the Lake 
Claire Co-Housing on the corner of 
Connecticut and Dekalb (pictured 
above), and another one is at 360 
Elmira Place in Candler Park. The 
Clarion spoke with Royce Mann, 
recent Grady High graduate and 
resident of Lake Claire Co-Housing, 
who, along with friends, installed the 
boxes. (Individual artists’ Instagram 
handles are found on the boxes.) 

Voter suppression of voters of 
color and young voters has been a 

scourge in our country, and as many 
know, a primary this summer was 
rife with mismanagement, irregu-
larities, unbelievably long lines, and 
more, for some voters. 

Voting is the bedrock on which our 
community’s future and ambitions 
are built. In his New York Times op-
ed published posthumously on July 
30, Congressman John Lewis en-
treated, “Though I am gone, I urge 
you to answer the highest calling of 
your heart and stand up for what you 
truly believe.” He wrote, “The vote is 
the most powerful nonviolent change 
agent you have in a democratic soci-
ety.” A great way to honor his legacy 
would be to exercise your right to 
vote on November 3. The deadlines 
to vote and request absentee bal-
lots are coming fast—see Page 2 in 
the calendar. The early voting pe-
riod runs from Monday, October 12 
to Friday, October 30. See websites 
for locations and hours. If interested, 
you can sign up at securevotega.com 
to be a poll worker in Georgia. 

If anyone experiences problems 
pertaining to the voting process, you 
can contact is Fair Fight: fairfight.
com/about-fair-fight. Also, Geor-
gia 55 Project offers ways (virtual 
and in person) to support voter par-
ticipation in the metro Atlanta area 

through community and food-centric 
outreach. They also have helpful info 
on registration, vote by mail, early 
voting etc. on Instagram (@geor-
gia55project) and at www.georgia55.
org. A shout-out to Royce Mann and 
his friends, and to the neighbors who 
put the boxes in front of their homes. 
Check them out.

Please vote on November 3!

Get-Out-the-Vote Box at the 
Corner of Dekalb Ave/Connecticut 
in Lake Claire

Namaste, Lake Clarions!
by Frani Green
We hear this word a lot, NAMASTE, 
but what does it really mean? 

It is a reverent greeting from the 
Hindu culture. It is a non contact 
greeting when meeting someone, 
male or female. It is usually accom-
panied by a gesture of hands in a 
prayer pose, when both hands come 
together, palms touching and fingers 
facing up. Some people bow their 
heads as they say this word. The 
translation in long form means: 

“I honor the light within you as 
you honor the light within me.” 

We yogis say it when we begin 
and end our classes, creating a start 
and finish. We also say it when we 
see each other, with big smiles on 
our faces. It creates a feeling of con-
nectivity and community, which now 
is so important for us in this crazy 
time. 

Blessings, and  
Namaste to all of you,

Frani

Dear Lake Claire  
Neighbors,
Clifton Sanctuary Ministries (“Clif-
ton”) has been excited to take in 10 
new guests since July 2020. Since 
that time, we are happy to report 
that three of the men have obtained 
full-time employment: John B., Tony 
A., and Landrick D. Way to go guys! 
We are proud of you!

Little by little in my Clarion up-
dates, I am trying to introduce you 
to the people around Clifton who 
keep the operations running suc-
cessfully: highlighting different staff 
and Board members to make you fa-
miliar with the heartbeat of Clifton. 
One such person is Robert Petite, 
pictured at right. Robert is a resident 
at Joe’s Place and is our Resident 
Manager here at Clifton Sanctuary. 
I am sure you have run across him 
if you have dropped meals off on the 
weekend or have done any volunteer 
work around the property. A few 
of Robert’s responsibilities include 
monitoring and assisting residents 
at Joe’s Place and at Clifton. He also 
handles keeping the grounds looking 
nice, and light maintenance work at 
Clifton and Joe’s Place. If you see 
Robert around, be sure and tell him 
thanks for his efforts!

Thank you, Lake Claire, part of 
our Clifton family, for stepping up 
and providing dinners for us as the 
need has arisen. If you are interested 
in providing meals on a more regu-
lar basis, for example, once a month, 
please email me at lori@cliftonsanc-
tuary.com. We always have nights 
open for which we need dinners. 

As always, we appreciate our 
Lake Claire neighbors. You enable 
us to do what we love, making an im-
pact one life at a time. We hope this 
letter finds you healthy and happy.

Blessings, 
Lori White,  

Director of Community Relations

Robert Petite
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Wild in Lake Claire
by Guest Columnist Bernard Spenle
Amid the flora of our planet, and 
more particularly our quadrant of 
this country, there is a fascinating 
and widely varied category: mush-
rooms. We mostly think of this group 
as food, or poison, but they are very 
interesting plants/fungi for many 
reasons. For one, they come in many 
more shapes than the typical round 
cap over a stalk. They grow in a 
range of environments. One aspect of 
mushrooms that I find so interesting 
is the ingenious way in which they 
reproduce. I guess nature wanted 
to cover all its bases in devising so 
many options. 

The basic idea is that all mush-
rooms produce spores. These spores 
are disseminated, and when some 
find a favorable environment, they 
send out one or more hyphae, which 
start producing a web of root-like hair 
called mycelium. When two mycelia 
from different spores, but of the same 
specie, connect, they become capable 
of producing a fertile fruiting body 
(that we know as the mushroom).

The mushroom’s job is to dissemi-

nate the spores, and I suppose that 
they have adapted and taken advan-
tage of their specific situation. For 
example, some puffballs (white balls 
on an almost nonexistant stalk, see 
picture) grow in clusters on dead 
logs. When they have matured, a 
hole opens up at the top of the en-
velope, and if a branch falls onto the 
mushroom, it shoots the spores into 
the air, and the wind carries them 
away. Another is the stinkhorn. They 
come in a variety of shapes, but most 
involve a phallus-like growth which 
has a foul smelling slimy tip. That 
odor attracts specific kinds of flies 
and beetles, which swarm the area 
and walk on and roll in that spores-
filled slime. They then proceed to 
carry the spores away.

What we think of as the “typical” 
mushroom has a cap with the under-
side covered by gills, or a sponge-like 
texture, as in the Boletus family. 
With the cap being on a stalk that 
elevates it from the ground, it gives 
room for the wind to carry away the 
falling spores. 

My favorite dissemination method 
is that of the bird’s nest group (Nidu-
lariales). They mature into a cup- or 
saucer-like shape the size of a nickel, 
with one to four capsules containing 
spores. When a drop of rain falls into 
the “cup,” it splashes the capsules 
out of the nest, where the spores 
are released from the capsules after 
their shells decay. 

There are many other ways used 
to keep mushrooms reproducing. 
They have an important place and 
are useful in nature. And, if you find 
the RIGHT ones, they can also be-
come a delicious meal. 

Go to Page 6 for color pictures 
of some of Bernard’s finds, and 
for more Wild news.

Java Cats Café
by Kris Byron, Volunteer and Foster Parent, PAWS Atlanta
Behind an unassuming storefront in 
Grant Park on Memorial Drive near 
Oakland cemetery is Atlanta’s first 
cat café. Since March 2017, Java 
Cats Café has partnered with PAWS 
Atlanta, Atlanta’s oldest no-kill shel-
ter. This incredible partnership has 
been a lifesaver for Atlanta’s home-
less cats. Since opening, nearly 400 
cats from PAWS Atlanta have been 
adopted through Java Cats Café. 

If you are interested in adopting a 
kitten or cat, please consider visiting 
Java Cats to meet some of the adopt-
able felines waiting for their “forev-
er” homes. Visiting Java Cats is so 
much better than watching cat vid-
eos on YouTube. (Please note that, 
as of this writing, they are limiting 
entry to fewer visitors and are open 
fewer days, so please check the web-
site for days and hours of operation.)

Not interested in adopting? No 
problem! You can still go to Java Cats 
to get your kitten fix. Visiting a cat 
café is so much better than watching 
a cat video because the experience is 
interactive. You can visit up to 15 to 
20 kittens and cats at Java Cats Café 
by making a reservation on-line at 
www.javacatscafe.com/cafe. Admis-
sion is $12 for adults and children 
and includes coffee or tea. You can 

upgrade your beverage for an addi-
tional charge if you like. Like many 
businesses, Java Cats Café could use 
your support during this time—as 
the café had to close temporarily at 
the beginning of the pandemic.

Not interested in visiting but 
want to support this social enterprise 
in other ways? You can purchase 
great merchandise for cat lovers in 
advance of the holiday season. The 
online shop includes cute t-shirts, 
hats, mugs, and even an onesie for 
infants. Alternately, you can make 
an online donation or contribute via 
their Amazon wish list. 

demic fast-tracked its evolution. Af-
ter the pandemic, an ALC specialist 
will eventually return to the building 
for ten hours a week. But Courtney 
is now our on-site go-to person for 
all inclusion matters within the chil-
dren’s program.

Courtney is responsible for coor-
dinating communication with each 
child’s team—including parents, 
therapists, teachers, and Frazer ad-
ministrators. Her goal is to empow-
er the teachers. For example, since 
some children learn better with visu-
als, Courtney provides picture cards 
for the teachers to show the children 
what is expected of them during 
large group activities. These visual 
cues become an inclusive tool when 
the teachers use them with everyone 
in the classroom to help meet the 
needs of each individual child. 

“Her knowledge, her ideas, her 
tools are very crucial to me,” says 
Yolonda Youngblood, a veteran 
teacher at Frazer. “Courtney will 
come into the classroom, make an 
observation, and demonstrate what 
needs to be done with a particular 
challenge a child has. It makes my 
life smoother once I know what to 
look for and how to redirect or inter-
vene to support that child.” Courtney 
now has the help of a second full time 
inclusion staff member. Inclusion 
Coach Brittany Redding has a simi-
lar background in Early Childhood 
Education and Applied Behavior 
Analysis, and floats from classroom 

Frazer Center Update
Continued from Page 2

Courtney Kiser

to classroom to help model behavior 
for both children and teachers.

Based on the feedback from par-
ents of children with special needs, 
Frazer’s Inclusion Program is work-
ing. Relationships, trust, communi-
cation, and teamwork are the cor-
nerstones of the program, and with 
Courtney Kiser’s guidance, all of 
Frazer’s children are bound to soar.

If you would like to support Fraz-
er’s inclusion programs for children 
and adults with and without dis-
abilities, visit www.frazercenter.
org/give. And thank you for keep-
ing dogs on leashes while in the 
Frazer Forest—Frazer’s outdoor 
classroom. 
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treating—may feel questionable. As 
of the Clarion going to press in mid-
September, we aren’t sure if the or-
ganizers of the Lake Claire Parade 
will have something virtual for Hal-
loween. BUT don’t cancel your Hal-
loween costume order or forget your 
ideas for easy Halloween costumes 
just yet. We have a way for kids (and 
adult kids) to participate. 

Please plan a Halloween costume 
as usual, whether you will use it for 
small gatherings or not, and send 
your family or individual Halloween 
costume photo to the Clarion by No-
vember 1. Twenty five pictures will 
be featured in a photo spread in the 
December issue and on the Lake 
Claire website. The top ten will 
win $10 gift cards to Candler 

Park Grocery to buy your favorite 
Halloween candy (or something more 
healthy). Suggested photo categories 
are “family,” “cute babies,” “couples,” 
and “cool or scary kid,” or anything 
that grabs you! It will be exciting to 
see everyone’s creativity. Please be 
sure to send files that are 1 mg or 
larger to editor@lakeclaire.org, any-
time before November 1.

Final note: please check the 
Lake Claire website for updates 
on any neighborhood Halloween 
plans in addition to the Clarion 
contest, since, as we mentioned, 
this Clarion went to press in 
mid-September. Either way, the 
contest will be held, so send your 
pics!

Dark Stages 
by Beth Damon
As we know, many Atlanta theatre, 
music, and dance venues have now 
been shuttered for several months 
(see details of individual venues’ 
plans in the article on Page 1). Atlan-
ta photographer Michael Boatright 
has been focusing on bringing aware-
ness of the theatres’ economic chal-
lenges and the impact of their clo-
sures on the culture and economy 
with a series of photographs of empty 
stages. He photographs dark stages 
to underscore theatre as a live art 
form, in which performers, stage-
hands, and craftspeople basically 
cannot work, and that they and their 
companies/communities/houses need 
help. His website currently features 
images from thirty theatres and mu-
sic venues in and around Atlanta. 
Balzer Theatre’s Theatrical Outfit is 
pictured above.

“There are approximately 14,000 
empty seats, just in the thirty the-
atres that I have photographed,” 
Boatright told Lois Reitzes, on 

WABE’s “City Lights.” He and I cor-
responded by email, and he said, 
“just take a theatre season of five 
shows, at a low-ball number of $30 
a ticket, that is a $50-million impact 
on the economy, just in empty seats 
in the theatres of Atlanta. Consider-
ing that only a portion of a show’s 
income comes from ticket sales, the 
impact is actually much larger. And, 
a further hit to the economy is that 
money is not being spent on the per-
formers’, stagehands’, and craftspeo-
ple’s pay (who would then pay rent, 
buy groceries, etc.), purchases of 
materials for sets and costumes, con-
cessions, etc. It is an industry with a 
huge impact.”

Michael’s list doesn’t include any 
of the outdoor amphitheaters and 
several other significant houses that 
he couldn’t get in (including Emory, 
Spelman, Morehouse, Agnes Scott, 
The Variety, Terminal West, and a 

Clarion Constume Contest
Continued from Page 1

Cont. on p. 9

Flora’s Factoids 
Flora has noticed and/or been made 
aware of a small invasion of raptors 
in the LC hood. I, FF, will give you 
my personal observations first and 
the other person’s, Kylie (see her pic-
ture of a certain owl).

On a recent Sunday morning I 
was having coffee with two of my sis-
ter COVID captives, Lynda D. and 
Debby D. (distanced & with masks 
except when sipping our coffee) 
when we saw a large silhouette fly-
ing overhead. It disappeared behind 
the trees before we could ID it but 
luckily it flew out again in the clear 
blue skies, accompanied by a second 
shadow. What a thrill it was to see 
that pale tail and realize they were 
two red-tailed hawks.

Earlier in the week I had looked 
out my side window past some ferns, 
impatiens and a hummingbird feed-
er, and saw not Ruby-throats but a 
Cooper’s hawk! It didn’t leave, even 
though s/he saw me staring from 
behind my windows. The hawk was 
enjoying lunch. It could have been 
a towhee or a chipmunk. I couldn’t 
make it out even with my binocs.

And more! I recently heard from 
Kylie on Nelms, referred by corre-
spondent Mr N., that she and her 
spouse Bryan had seen a Barred 
Owl. They live in the house behind 
the Land Trust and saw this “beau-
ty” (above) in June. Though they’ve 
only seen (and photographed) the 
owl once) they hear it all the time. 
Kylie, I bet a lot of your neighbors do 
too, “Who cooks for you, who cooks 
for you all?” 

Your Fount of Optimism,  
Flora Fauna 

Wild in Lake Claire is a monthly column by Flora Fauna, aka 
Carol Vanderschaaf. For sightings of wild things in the LC hood  

or nearby, contact her at her new email address,  
aseachange1771v80@gmail.com. Flora asks that past contributors 
send their email addresses to her, as her computer recently went 

WILD and erased her contacts.

Mushrooms seen by Bernard in Lake Claire
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Lake Claire Speaks 
(These signs are from a cross-section  
of the neighborhood.) As a reminder,  
Lake Claire folks are still peacefully  
protesting at Clifton and Ponce, Friday 
evenings from 5:15 to 6 p.m.  
One neighbor brings a tote bag full of 
signs, so you can just show up.
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Safety in Lake Claire
by Miriam Herbers
Labor Day and the start of school 
marked the end of the summer sea-
son. Crime all over the city was down 
at the start of the coronavirus pan-
demic, but since July there has been 
a slight increase in Beat 608 with 
car break-ins and two stolen cars. It 
does not seem “slight” to the people 
involved, but Lake Claire still has a 
low crime rate.

Knowing your neighbors goes 
a long way toward creating a safe 
neighborhood. Greet people when 
out walking. Sometimes it is diffi-

cult to recognize folks if they have 
sunglasses and hats on with their 
masks, but it shows a mindfulness 
that we are all part of a community 
to say “hello.”

Hello – Safe Journey: Skiing  
in and around Lake Claire
October Birthdays: 

October 2: Margaret Witten (Tuxedo) Virtual hugs from a secret friend 
who loves you... but who doesn’t!?!—You have friends in high places... and 
thanks for being a Clarion deliverer.

October 4: Richard Harvey (of Ellenwood)—one of our longtime mail 
carriers. He knows everyone on his route. Happy birthday, Richard, from 
Lake Claire! 

October 5: Chloe Rachal will turn 9! (Howard Circle) and Emma DeBell 
(Harold) 13!

October 7: Todd Fernandez (Leonardo)
October 19: Kusher Thomas Tanguturi turns 7 (Harold Avenue)
October 19: Boyd Baker—happy b’day and thanks (Leonardo, much  

appreciated Clarion contributor)
October 23: Izzy Kaiser—Happy 13th birthday! (‘dorf)
October 27: Happy birthday, Wing! Faithful contributor to the Clarion 

(and the Land Trust, of course)

Marriage Anniversaries:
October 6—Judy Langford and Bob Thompson (Harold)
October 15—Sara Rossi and Jeff DeBell (Harold)

Welcome to the Neighborhood, New Leos!
Sharon Greene and Todd Fernandez—Welcome Leonardo neighbors! And 

happy b’day, Todd!

Life-cycle events to editor@lakeclaire.org by Oct. 15 for November issue. 
Please help us make this feature inclusive of our LC ‘hood. 

Thanks for Paying Your  
Neighborhood Dues

Lake Claire is open for dues payments, Covid or not. Thanks, everyone 
who has continued to send yours during these challenging times. Suggested 
annual dues are $20/year per household. Lake Claire banners are $45; a 
package deal of dues/banner is only $60! Since September’s Clarion, the fol-
lowing folks paid dues: 

Matthew Woehrmann  Richard Lorenc Patrick Rickard
Patrick McNulty    Tori Campbell Laura Briceno
Joseph Koval     Barney Spratt Joseph and Heather 
Carol Holliday    Brian Smith Steven and Judith Friedman
Pay at lakeclaire.org OR with the old-fashioned check in the mail, while to 

Eileen O’Neill, Treasurer, Post Office Box 5942, Atlanta GA 31107. Stay safe!

JOHN MORGAN

Putting People
Before Sales

Like our facebook page for more information about neighborhood events and other exciting news:
https://www.facebook.com/parkrealtyatlanta/

YOUR LISTING HERE
In the heart of our neighborhood

to serve you better than ever!
Come visit us at

1651 McLendon Ave NE,
across from Candler Park Market

Call for a free pre-selling
consultation and market analysis

JOHN MORGAN
Phone: 404-969-5740

Email: jmorgan@parkrealtyatlanta.com

Advertise your company or services in the Clarion— 
contact Pat at advertising@lakeclaire.org.
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Theatre, Arts, and Music
Continued from Page 1

Dark Theatres
Continued from Page 6

When two young strangers meet 
in the back pew of the synagogue 
during Yom Kippur services, they 
must decide whether it’s destiny or 
these pretzels that are making them 
thirsty. The production through vir-
tual reality will allow the audience to 
see the show from a 360-degree van-
tage point. It’s very cool. See:

Instagram: www.instagram.com/
pocket.vr.theatre; Reddit: www.red-
dit.com/r/Pocket_Theatre; Face-
book: www.facebook.com/Pocket.
vr.Theatre.

From October 25 through 27, The 
Alliance of Jewish Theatre will have 
a virtual conference. See www.al-
ljewishtheatre.org. The Jewish Rep-
ertory Theatre (based in Buffalo, 
NY) is another good resource.

“Arts Atlanta” has a calendar 
on their website. They note that 
though Atlanta is a city that never 
stops burning, fire needs oxygen. 
Their mission is to guide audiences 
to the best Atlanta has to offer, to 
breathe air to those artistic fires. In 
a feature “In Our Own Words,” art-
ists and arts leaders share thoughts 
about the impact of racism and 

the pandemic on their practices 
and institutions. See www.artsatl.
org/?s=in+our+own+words. Finally, 
check out www.workingtitleplay-
wrights.com to see ways that play-
wrights continue both to grow and 
respond to the crises of our times. 

The performing arts industry is 
one of the hardest hit industries lo-
cally and nationally, with forced clo-
sures from small production houses 
to Broadway, costing billions of dol-
lars and thousands of jobs. Even 
those theatres that do open are not 
going to be open with anywhere near 
capacity, through at least the first 
quarter of next year. That’s an en-
tire season of shows. And for many of 
us, theatre, comedy, and music ven-
ues are a big part of what connects 
us—and are essential to our souls. 
See more about the terrible impact 
in the article Dark Houses on Page 6. 
If possible, please consider support-
ing your favorite venues; go to their 
individual websites to find out how. 
And please also visit saveourstages.
com and tell your legislators to save 
independent music venues from clos-
ing permanently!

Some Atlanta History: Herren’s
by Beth Damon
Who remembers Herren’s Restaurant 
and the cinnamon rolls?! When I was 
growing up in Atlanta, what is now 
the Balzer Theatre was a restaurant 
that served world-class Southern 
cuisine literally to thousands of cus-
tomers. Other Atlanta natives will 
remember Herren’s as the place to go 
for lunch in the ‘70s and ‘80s along 
with Rich’s, where one would have 
lunch (and during the Xmas season, 
visit the Pink Pig). Herren’s origi-
nally opened in 1934 as Ye Olde Her-
ren’s Restaurant (by Charlie Herren); 
it was renovated in 1963 and owned 
by the Negri family until 1987. 

Its in-house bakery made the 
famous cinnamon rolls and other 
breads and desserts from scratch ev-
ery day. In particular, Steve Negri 
noted that all of the Negri family got 
to know how to make the cinnamon 
rolls, because people got very upset if 
they ever ran out of them. “We could 
be out of anything but sweet rolls, 
and nobody would be disturbed,” he 
said. Also notable in Atlanta history 
was the restaurant’s reputation as 
the first restaurant in Atlanta vol-
untarily to desegregate in 1962. As 
soon as the restaurant was integrat-
ed, they began to receive hate mail, 
and many southern rednecks swore 
never to set foot in Herren’s again. 
The result was a huge loss that year 
of $50,000-plus. Read more about 
the restaurant’s history, and see 

more photos at stevenegri.wordpress.
com/2015/08/18/ye-olde-herrens-
restaurant/.

As many of you will know, in 2005, 
Theatrical Outfit (TO) moved to the 
Balzer Theater at Herren’s. TO notes 
on their website how proud they are 
to be located at the historical site of 
the first restaurant in Atlanta vol-
untarily to desegregate. That the-
atre company started out in 1976 at 
a laundromat in Virginia Highland.

number of smaller houses). State-
wide, the impact could extrapolate 
out to half a billion dollars or more a 
year. Theatre workers don’t qualify 
for unemployment, so they were ba-
sically subsisting on the $600 a week 
they were getting from the CARES 
act back in March, and that money 
ran out. 

Michael Boatright’s gallery of im-
ages can be viewed at: www.dark-
housesatlanta.org. The images are 
more than just the 30 pictures them-
selves. You can click on a picture, 
which takes you to a description of 
that venue, lots of other pictures of 
the venue, and in some cases, history 
and descriptions.

In “normal” times, Boatright did 
portraits for commercial and pri-
vate clients, and for the theatre, 
dance, and music communities. His 
fine art projects also have included 
landscape photography on four con-
tinents and abstract impressions of 
real-life subjects. His studio is lo-
cated in the TULA Arts Center in 
Buckhead, Atlanta. Boatright is not 

personally soliciting donations. He 
suggests that folks visit the Atlanta 
Artists Relief Fund Facebook page 
or their website at atlartsrelief.org. 
Alternately, people could consider 
making donations to favorite local 
theatres, or you could buy tickets to 
future shows and/or seasons. Thank 
you for pulling back the curtain, Mi-
chael Boatright.

Sherry Warner
Associate Broker &
Lake Claire resident

For all your 
        real estate 
                  needs...

404 784 8848 mobile

404 874 2262 office

Affiliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2020 Coldwell Banker. 
All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 

The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of 
Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. 

The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

sherry@SherryWarnerHomes.com
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October into November in the Lake Claire Garden
by Elizabeth Knowlton, knowltonew@earthlink.net
Last month I wrote about my pretend 
lawn and this month will tell you 
about my pretend pets. Twenty-eight 
months ago, our cat Babs succumbed 
to cancer. This was the first time I 
was without a cat since age ten, either 
at my parents’ house or my own. For 
various reasons we did not adopt an-
other, and soon I did not miss a cat’s 
special requirements and care, even 
in exchange for eating the mice, rats, 
and chipmunks. 

Instead, I grew aware of the great 
increase of birds in the garden. Not 
only our own cat was gone, but vis-
iting cats had died or moved to the 
mountains during the pandemic. The 
garden had become an avian para-
dise. I had never been bird-ignorant, 
just bird-bored, living with a father 
who could identify a bird by its sil-
houette high over an expressway 
(“Daddy, Daddy, the road, the road!”). 
Regardless, I had somehow inhaled 
a general knowledge of birds, and a 
copy of Peterson’s always resided on 
the bookshelf.

Now when I hear fledglings have 
left a nest, I no longer tense for the 
view of a cat finishing one off on the 
lawn. Instead I am treated to: birds of 

many ethnicities lining up to splash 
in a large tray I put out on a table 
when bees kept them out of the bird-
bath; a mother cardinal feeding off-
spring a piece of green caterpillar but 
carefully leaving the rest of it for him 
to find himself; probably the same 
fledgling, now mostly grown, trying 
to my great amusement to fly straight 
up under a table where he must have 
seen some goody in a spider’s nest but 
failing each time to find a perch there, 
unable like a hummingbird to hover. 
Most of the world has lost 25-30% of 
its bird population since 1970 from 
things like pesticides and loss of habi-
tat, skewing the environment where 
the loss of one creature has a multi-
plying effect on everything around 
it. The American Bird Conservancy 
tells us that individuals can make a 
difference by marking reflective win-
dows, leaving shrubs and low trees 
unpruned for nest sites, and keeping 
cats indoors. I am enjoying the brown 
thrashers, cardinals, robins, towhees, 
grosbeaks, hummingbirds, chicka-
dees, tufted titmice, goldfinches, 
mockingbirds, catbirds, doves, wood-
peckers, hawks, owls, and unknown 
varieties of sparrows in my garden, 

eating seeds and insects, now undis-
turbed.

As leaves begin to fall, make a vow 
to keep them all on your property. If 
you do not garden, rake leaves from 
lawns under trees or shrubs where 
they will break down on their own. 
If you do garden, they can be vacu-
umed and shredded to make compost 
or mulch beds. I used to drive around 
and collect plastic bags of leaves from 
curbs. The bags have rightly been 
outlawed, but paper bags disintegrate 
too soon for my needs without a dry 
place like a large shed or car port to 
store them. It sometimes seems that 
every action has its downside. 

Sow more carrots, collards, kale, 
lettuce, and turnips this month, also 
Asian greens and spinach, always 
more spinach to have it fresh in ear-
ly spring. Start flowering sweet pea 
seeds outdoors also, another plant 
that needs to get a head-start in fall. 
And I will put in foxgloves once more 
despite human thieves pulling them 
up last spring. Whoever thought gar-
dening was a peaceful enterprise?

October is a good month to prepare 
beds for spring planting. Unless you 
have hard ground to break for the first 

time, try to avoid rototilling because it 
disturbs the network of healthy capil-
laries and organisms already in place; 
in addition, the tines will compact soil 
beneath the tiller even as it breaks up 
a shallow layer. If you are a new gar-
dener, you may actually do very well 
your first year because your soil has 
not yet been “gardened.” Spread any 
composted materials you have over 
the bed area, dampen it, and cover 
with a thick layer of leaves, straw, or 
even cardboard weighted down with 
some stones. Then just leave it alone 
until spring when you are ready to 
plant. A lot of good gardening is leav-
ing things alone.

Because of the huge 2019 acorn 
crop and the die-off of squirrels in the 
months before, I do not exaggerate 
when I say I have pulled thousands of 
oak seedlings from the garden already 
this year—and this after shoveling 
piles of acorns off to woodlands first. 
The early seedlings were easy to pull, 
but now I recommend needle-nosed 
pliers as the best tool for removing 
deeply-rooted ones. Be sure to pinch 
the tiny tree right at soil level in order 
to pull out the whole root.

Dear Neighbors,
We hope you and your loved ones remain healthy and in good spirits during these challenging times. We 
want to share some good news relative to the housing market and give you an update on how the real estate 
industry is responding during the pandemic.

For the past several months, buyers have signed an increasing number of contracts to purchase homes – well 
above where the market was at this time last year.

CNBC notes there are no signs of slowing buyer demand this fall: “The usual summer slowdown in the housing 
market is not happening this year. Buyers continue to show strong demand, spurred by the new stay-at-home 
world of the Coronavirus and by record low mortgage rates.”

Homeowners who are willing to sell their houses right now will play a big role in whether the trend continues. 
The market needs more homes to satisfy ongoing buyer demand. Maybe it’s time to leverage your equity 
and move up while eager home shoppers are ready to purchase a house just like yours.

If you or anyone you know neighbors, co-workers, family members or friends are thinking about making a 
move please let me know.

Don’t forget about our interest free Compass Concierge Program. Concierge helps you get your home ready 
for market by immediately providing the upfront costs for repairs and updates. This added value is a game 
changer for Sellers.

Give us a call any time. We are here for you if you have any Real Estate questions.

Your Atlanta Neighborhood Realtors

Lee & Darlene Real Estate Team

404.932.3003 | 404.668.6621
leeanddarlene@compass.com co
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Lake Claire | 506 Harold Ave 
Sold, 5 Offers Over Asking

Poncey Highland | 965 Ralph McGill Blvd 
Sold, Highest Resale Price

Candler Park | 516 Candler Park Dr 
Under Contract, Custom Home

Lee & Darlene Team is a team of real estate 
licensees affiliated with Compass, a licensed 
real estate broker and abides by equal housing 
opportunity laws.
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The Land Trust presents our Virtual Jack-o-Lantern Carving Contest!
Greetings Lake Claire! In lieu of the Land Trust’s annual pumpkin-carving 
get-together, this year we’re somewhat grudgingly thrilled to announce our 
first (and hopefully only) Virtual Jack-o-Lantern Fest.

You’ll have to purchase your own pumpkin(s), and clean up your own mess 
afterward, but you can enter as many jack-o-lanterns as you want.

• Make your jack-o-lanterns as scary, funny, or creative as you can.

• This is not limited to neighbors in Lake Claire.
• Take a photo (preferably in the dark) and post it to our Facebook page 

and Instagram by Friday, Oct. 30 at 9 p.m.
• Stay tuned for updates on Facebook, Instagram, and LCCLT.org. De-

tails will also go out to our email list. (Join the list via the website.)
We look forward to seeing Lake Claire glowing in the dark this Halloween!

Welcome to the Land Trust—Please Wear a Mask When Near Others!
by Stephen Wing
As a white American middle-class 
kid growing up in the suburbs, I took 
for granted that the world was put 
here purely for my benefit. According 
to psychologists, this is a normal atti-
tude at a certain stage of child devel-
opment, which we all outgrow sooner 
or later . . . in theory. Some kids not 
much older than I was outgrew it the 
hard way when they were drafted 
and shipped off to Vietnam. Others 
outgrow it by joining the workforce or 
becoming parents, ready or not. Still 
others never get to experience it at all 
due to skin color, poverty, abuse, etc.

I was more fortunate, a code word 
for privileged. From the suburbs I 
headed directly to college, which, like 
everything else in my world, was put 
there purely for my benefit. After 
graduation I hit the road and contin-
ued to explore that world of privilege 
and youthful indulgence. But before 
long my wanderings led to the global 
epicenter of youthful indulgence: the 
Rainbow Gathering, a temporary vil-
lage re-created every summer in a dif-
ferent National Forest. Here was one 
more fabulous thing put here for my 

benefit! But as I returned each sum-
mer, I began to see that the deeper joy 
of the Gathering came from joining 
the volunteers who served the needs 
of the whole. That change of attitude 
-- from indulging my personal whims 
to serving the needs of the whole -- 
is called becoming an adult. Like the 
Gathering, society cannot function 
unless young people grow up and be-
come responsible adults.

Unfortunately, some people never 
do. What makes the concept of adult-
hood so confusing to kids today is 
that the ones in charge are the ones 
who never actually grew up. The bil-
lionaires who profit from ruining the 
Earth and its climate. The politicians 
who rubberstamp their abuses in re-
turn for campaign funding. The lob-
byists and executives who grow rich 
off the poverty of others, without a 
thought for the future. That’s right: 
our planet’s future is in the hands of 
people who look like adults, but still 
believe the world was put here solely 
for their benefit. No wonder the kids 
are confused.

At the Land Trust, we’ve been 
patiently waiting for the swarms 
of young people who visit every day 
to catch on. Obviously, they see the 
Land Trust as something put here 
for their benefit. They don’t wonder 
who put it here, or how, but they 
seem quite clear on why. We board 
members were once kids ourselves, 
so we know they’ll get it when they’re 

ready; no one can make them gradu-
ate to adulthood. But we could use 
their help: their youthful brawn, their 
innovative brains, their enthusiasm 
and openness. Most of all, we would 
love to see their appreciation for this 
land blossom into responsibility.

I think about all this when I see 
young people walking around the 
Land Trust blissfully unaware of 
the pandemic. It’s not their fault; 
people who appear to be adults are 
telling them on TV that the corona-
virus is under control, the pandemic 
is a hoax, young people are immune, 
wearing a mask won’t help, stay-at-
home orders are some left-wing con-
spiracy. It’s true that we are safer 
from infection outdoors, so the Land 
Trust is more popular than ever. But 
with so much irresponsible informa-
tion going around, we finally decided 
to speak up. It’s impossible to stay 
six feet apart when passing someone 
on the path, after all, and communi-
ty means caring. So we have joined 
the voices urging people to err on the 
side of caution. “Welcome to the Land 
Trust!” our signs say. “Please carry a 
mask and wear it when near others.” 
Of course, to young people who still 
believe the world was put here for 
their benefit, such a sign is one more 
example of the conspiracy to interfere 
with their fun -- or, as some older 
children put it, to limit their freedom.

In a way, the pandemic is a mi-
crocosm of our planetary crisis. A 

handful of children who never grew 
up claim the right to maximize their 
profit at any cost. They live in total 
denial even as yet another wildfire 
ravages California and another hur-
ricane devastates the Gulf Coast. 
Worst of all, the virus of denial is 
highly contagious, and our children 
are watching. If we fail to limit the 
freedom of unregulated profit, all of 
us will pay the price. Especially the 
kids who will inherit a ruined world.

What can we do about it? Vote, 
of course. Volunteer for a candidate, 
become a poll-worker, convince ev-
eryone we know to register and vote. 
And after the election, keep up the 
pressure. Make sure our elected of-
ficials know we expect them to act 
like the responsible adults we voted 
for. Meanwhile, if you visit the Land 
Trust, please carry a mask. And when 
you pass others on the path, put it on. 
Children of all ages are watching.

Ladybug Events Team sends 
their love!  Contact  

Missladybug@ 
ladybugeventsllc.com  

for a personalized farm tour!

The Land Trust  
Needs your Support!  

Donate via  
www.LCCLT.org/stewardship 
or mail a check made out to 

“LCCLT” c/o Treasurer,  
270 Arizona Avenue,  

Atlanta GA 30307
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We hope this series is fun and a way for 
young Clarion readers/writers/artists 
to participate. This month we feature the 
kids who shared their perceptions of a culture 
of peace, Naomi Busk, Sawyer Klehr, Lily 
Schrager, and Owen Schrager. Read about 
them below in the article on Contest Winners. 
The extra-credit challenge in last month’s is-

sue was to find the hidden peace dove and tell 
us what a culture of peace would look like. You 
can see their answers below, and for winning 
the extra-credit prize, each of them is invited 
to contribute to a future issue of the Clarion.

Thanks to all the Lake Claire children who 
read and contribute to the Kids Page each 
month. Add your creativity to theirs. Submit 

your work to editor@lakeclaire.org, by OCTO-
BER 15 for the next issue of the newspaper, 
which will be November. We hope this column 
is a good starting place for kids’ future writ-
ing—and artistic—careers. 

AND, kids AND adults: Don’t miss the 
Halloween Costume Contest (See Page 1 
for details)!

NEW CONTEST!
This month’s hidden graphic commemorates Halloween. 
Isn’t that what we always think about in October, even 
during this time of Covid? The winner will have your pic-
ture in the November Clarion. To win, send an e-mail to 
editor@lakeclaire.org, identifying the page number of 
the hidden graphic, and include your name, age, school, 
street, and grade, along with a picture. Ask a parent to 
take a picture of you, perhaps of you finding the hidden 
graphic, or doing something else. (Please tell your par-
ents to send large picture files, 1mg+. They can choose 
the size on their phones.) For extra credit, tell us what 
you will do or already did differently for Halloween be-
cause of Covid. The extra-credit prize is that you’ll be a 
featured writer/artist in a future Lake Claire Clarion with 
your original work. Any child from Lake Claire is eligi-
ble, except that you cannot win two months in a row. 
The deadline is OCTOBER 15. Hurry and look; compe-
tition is always stiff for this coveted prize.

Naomi Busk—1st-place winner

Sawyer Klehr—2nd place 

Lily and Owen Schrager—4th place Robert and William McLamb—3rd place 

Children’s Thoughts on a Culture of Peace
Naomi Busk (age 7) thinks a culture of 
peace would look like this: “No hate. Work 
hard. Everybody is treated fairly. Love is 
stronger than hate. Don’t copy someone 
else. If people work hard, they should get 
a fair amount of money. Be brave, and 
make right decisions. Don’t be selfish be-
cause the beauty is found inside.” 

Sawyer Klehr (age 7) says, “In a cul-

ture of peace, there would be no guns or 
weapons.”

Lily Schrager (age 7) says, “A culture 
of peace is sharing and being nice to ev-
eryone.”

Owen Schrager (with words of wis-
dom, though only 5 years old), said, “A 
culture of peace is beautiful, and there is 
love everywhere.”

CONTEST WINNERS
Naomi Busk was the first person to find the hid-
den peace dove from the last issue. Naomi is seven 
years old and is in the second grade at Mary Lin 
Elementary School. She lives on Ridgewood Rd. 
She also won the extra credit prize (see at left for 
her wise observations). Naomi has never entered 
before! Sawyer Klehr came in second. Sawyer 
lives on Hardendorf, is 7 years old, and is in the 
2nd grade at Mary Lin. He told us that he loves to 
read Diary of a Wimpy Kid, play Beyblades, and 
study geography. In the future, he hopes to travel 
the world, especially to go to the great pyramids of 
Giza. Sawyer also won extra credit (see his com-
ments to the left.) Two sets of siblings came in third 
and fourth by a hair! Coming in third, William and 
Robert McLamb, 7-year-olds, are in the first grade 
at Mary Lin and live on McLendon. And the fourth 
prize goes to Lily and Owen Schrager on Gordon 
Ave. Lily is seven years old and a 2nd grader, and 
Owen is five, and a Kindergartener, at Mary Lin. 
And Lily and Owen also won extra credit, and all of 
their thoughts are noted above.

Naomi, Sawyer, William, Robert, Lily and Owen, 
congrats to all six of you! You won the contest over 
the VAST numbers of Lake Claire kids who partici-
pate every month in the contest on the Clarion Kids’ 
Page. Attention Lake Claire kids—Add your name 
to the list of winners! To all of those kids who didn’t 
win, please do keep reading and keep playing. See 
our new contest at left.

Editor’s note: I must confess. As a Boomer, I 
have no idea what “Beyblades” are!!! I assume the 
readers of this page are familiar with this!


