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SUMMARY & JUSTIFICATION FOR VARIANCES 

Directions: Complete responses must be provided for ALL questions.  Incomplete applications will not be 

accepted.  The space below may be utilized or responses may be submitted as a separate attachment.  Specific 

criteria for Board approval of variances may be found on page 7.  The justification must address the criteria.  

Please submit a typewritten or legible justification. 

Is the property described in this application subject to a pending application or ordinance for a Rezoning or 

Special Use Permit?     YES   NO. (If yes, the variance/special exception request will be 

rescheduled to a hearing following the final approval by City Council & the Mayor).  Please provide the 

relevant zoning application number associated with the subject property: ________________. 

Summary of proposed construction changes to buildings or site (shall not replace submittal of written 

criteria).  (Examples: “Convert a 100’ x 200’ retail space into a restaurant.”  “Install a 6-foot high opaque 

wooden wall (‘privacy fence’ with 6-foot high opaque wall gates.”). 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proposed Lot Coverage (After Construction): Calculate total amount of lot coverage on entire property, after 

completion of proposed construction, including existing and proposed buildings and other structures; 

sidewalks, driveways, parking pads, patios, gravel, etc.; everything except natural planted or undisturbed areas.   

_______ covered square feet / ________ total lot square feet = _______% proposed lot coverage 

 _________% maximum allowed lot coverage 

Variance Criteria (see page 6 for detailed criteria): 

1) What are the extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to the particular piece of property in

question (size, shape or topography)?_____________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

2) How would the application of the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Atlanta to this particular piece of

property create an unnecessary hardship?__________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

3) What conditions are peculiar to this particular piece of property? _______________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

4) Submit facts to show that relief, if granted, would not cause substantial detriment to the public good or

impair the purposes and intent of the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Atlanta. ____________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

x

N/A

Renovate an existing single-story house. Add a new family room and screened patio addition on the rear of the 
home. Add a new second story.

3172  8852  35.8%

  50

Please see attached narrative. 

Please see attached narrative. 

Please see attached narrative. 

Please see attached narrative.
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Variance Request 
2066 McLendon Avenue NE 

2066 McLendon Avenue is a nonconforming R-4 lot located in the Lake Clair neighborhood, NPU-N in Council 
District 5.  The property has less frontage (50’) and less land area (8,552 SF) than required for properties zoned R-
4 and has relatively level topography.   It is also a thru lot having frontage on Tuxedo Avenue where the topography 
slopes down some 4 feet to the street.  It is developed with a one-story dwelling with a porte-cochere and 
encroaches into the front and side yards. The existing dwelling encroaches into front yard with a setback of 21’ 
and the west side yard with setbacks of 2.6’ to 2’.  The porte-cochere, on the east side, has an existing setback of 
1’4”.   

The property owners propose to add a second story and extend the rear of the dwelling for additional living space. 
The proposed second story will not encroach any further in to the side yards than the current condition.  However, 
the additional living space within the second story will extend over the existing front porch and encroach into the 
front yard setback having a setback of 24’4”.  A new covered deck is also proposed at the west side of the structure 
having a setback of 2’7 ½”.  The columns of the porte-cochere will be reduced in width to allow better clearance 
for a vehicle.  Currently the clearance is only 8’ and with the reduced column width the clearance will increase to 
8’-8” allowing for better clearance for today’s vehicles.  However, the porte-cochere will not encroach any further 
into the east side yard. 

Based on Sec. 16-24.003(6) Limited nonconforming side yard expansions allowed we will need to request a 
variance for a reduction in the west side yard from 7’ to 2’7 ½” for the proposed covered deck and a reduction in 
the front yard setback from 35’ to 24’4” for the expansion of living space midway over the existing front porch. 

Taking all of the above into consideration the property owner respectfully request the Board of Zoning Adjustment 
approve: 

• reduction in the front yard setback from 35 feet to 24’4” for a second story addition
• reduce the west side yard setback from 7’ to 2’7 ½ “ for a covered rear deck

Justification 

a. There are extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to the particular piece of property in
question because of its size, shape, or topography.

2066 McLendon Avenue is an existing nonconforming R-4 lot.  It has less land area (8,552 SF) and less frontage
(50’) than required for properties zoned R-4.  The size and shape of the subject property are extraordinary
and exceptional conditions pertaining to the property.

b. The application of the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Atlanta to this particular piece of property would
create an unnecessary hardship.

Application of the regulations would create an unnecessary hardship because of the irregularities of the lot
regarding size and shape.  The existing single-family dwelling has a front yard setback of 21 feet and the west
side yard has a setback of 2 feet at the closest point.  The proposed improvements will not encroach any
further into the front yard or west side yard than the current conditions and will meet all other requirements.
The property owner is of the opinion that the proposal is reasonable considering the nonconforming
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conditions of the lot and the existing encroachments and does not think it should be necessary to impose 
these hardships to protect the public good. 

c. Such conditions are peculiar to the particular piece of property involved.

The existing size and shape of the subject property is peculiar to the subject property.  The property owner is
unaware of similar conditions on any neighboring properties.  Therefore, this condition is particular to the
piece of property involved.

d. Relief, if granted, would not cause substantial detriment to the public good or impair the purposes and
intent of the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Atlanta.

The proposal would not impose upon the adequate light and/or air of the adjacent properties.  Furthermore,
the request would not pose a potential impediment on emergency access or threats to health and fire safety
because the property has adequate room for the proposed improvements.  The proposal allows for an
increase in the quality of life, which improves and reinforces the sustaining stability of the surrounding
neighborhood.  Relief, if granted, would not cause substantial detriment to the public good or impair the
purposes and intent of the Zoning Ordinance.
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2066 McLendon Avenue NE 
 

 

 

(2066 is centered) 

 

 

 

(View looking northeast toward west face of 2066) 



 

(View looking northwest toward east face of 2066) 

 

 

 

(View looking south toward immediate neighbors across the street from 2066) 



2066 Immediate Neighbor Map 
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