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Lake Claire Annual Halloween
by Lindsey Aprati

The annual Halloween parade and 
party took place about a month 

ago, the last week of October. The pa-
rade line-up started as always on Marl-
brook at Ridgewood, and marched to 
Lake Claire Park for food, treats, and 
the much anticipated return of the 
Costume Competition. Congratula-
tions to the Costume Competition win-
ners this year! Best Kid Costume: 1st 
prize—”I’m Just a Mushroom,” 2nd 
prize—Freddie Mercury; Best Group: 
1st prize—Tough Trucks, 2nd prize—
Enchanted Creatures of Lake Claire; 
Best Family: 1st prize—101 Dalma-
tians, 2nd prize—Austin Powers. A 
special thank you to all volunteers, 
judges, and donors who made this 
event possible. MC Matt Kotheimer 

kept the crowd entertained, while 
local artist Stephanie DeSantis of @
WildArtAdventures kept things fun 
and creative with spooky sketchbooks 
and tie dye kits. Special thanks to 
our event sponsors: Steve Raimonde 
and John Morgan, who provided the 
pizza, Cynthia Baer, who provided 
the fun swag, Cushman & Wakefield, 
Sean’s Candler Park, Ken Zeff, Poco 
Loco, Brave+Kind Bookshop, Marco’s 
Pizza, and the Popcorn Man, who gen-
erously serves up the finest each year. 

Everyone, from our tiniest ghouls 
and goblins to our oldest adults, all 
had fun. 

Lake Claire Arts & Crafts Fair
If you get this newspaper by De-

cember 2, we will see you at the 
Fair!!! Fingers-crossed for no rain! 
Join us on McLendon Ave. (south 
side), Arizona, Indiana, Delaware, 
New York, Connecticut, Matthews, 

and Casson St. Yard signs through-
out the ‘hood have a QR code for in-
formation/locations, and there are so 
many delicious food opportunities; 
bring your appetites:

FOOD:
Connecticut @ Ivy Hungry Hippo Haitian BBQ –  
 (in front of CSM)  vegan/veggie options
344 Arizona Avenue Tacos and Quesadillas!
286 Connecticut (@ New York) The Grateful Dawg! 
277 Connecticut (@ New York) Eggroll Boyz (gourmet egg rolls)
  YOM Ice Cream (also a Fair Sponsor)
1784 Delaware Ave. Carla Biggs’ Vegan Empanadas, and salsa
270 Matthews SNOWIE – hot chocolate, coffee,  
 (corner of New York)  warm cinnamon doughnuts!
1813 Indiana (near Mathews) Pig Parts BBQ (sandwiches, more)
301 Connecticut Ave. Side Hustle Soups (delicious healthy soups)
277 Matthews Stix and Buns (seafood and wings)
 (at the “T” with New York)

MUSIC:
331 Connecticut Buford Highway,  1–2:30 p.m. 
 American roots & originals
331 Connecticut Mark Michelson and Friends 3–4 p.m. 
 Covers & Original, classic rock, folk, singer-songwriter
1770 Indiana Garden Fresh Pickers noon–1:30 p.m. 
 Fast Bluegrass
1770 Indiana Crash Landing 3–4:30 p.m. 
 Folk Country Rock/Irish/Dutch
1813 Indiana Lonesome Shoes 1–3 p.m. 
 Acoustic, Varied
1813 Indiana Brother Sam 3–4:30 p.m. 
 Americana and folk
361 Arizona The Poplars 1–2 p.m. 
 Folk Rock, Blues, 70s, 80s, 90s
361 Arizona Innitz: Bluegrass and Stuff  3–4 p.m. -ish 
268 Casson Chan, Sam, Jam Band  1:30–3:30 p.m. -ish

Lake Claire Pool Owners Propose New Business Model;  
Offer Comes with Steep New Price
by Dana Fowle

Most members of Lake Claire 
Pool, a private membership-

only facility on DeKalb Avenue, re-
ceived an email November 3 with an 
offer from its current owners of “eq-
uity membership” in a newly restruc-
tured pool ownership plan.

According to the letter, “Lake 
Claire Pool is transitioning from a 
non-equity membership pool to an 
equity membership structure.” The 
new model, called Lake Claire Swim 

Club, would come with a steeper, one-
time admission fee of $10,000 for new 
members. The most recent current 
members paid $3,500 to join, and that 
could be used toward a discounted 
rate of $6,500 if they choose to stay 
on as members with the new Swim 
Club. The private pool, tucked into 
the Southerland Terrace community, 
also charges an annual seasonal fee; 
last summer members paid $675. The 
new fee would have a starting sum-

mer rate of $785. The 397 private pool 
members have until Dec. 31, 2024 to 
decide to join the new Swim Club. If 
they decline, the 322 families on the 
wait-list can opt to join, as places 
open up.

An equity membership, according 
to the announcement, would be “in-
put into amenities, hours, and dates 
of operation, and enjoy the benefits of 
equity membership.” A 136-page at-
tachment and a follow-up FAQ sheet 

offered a more detailed view into what 
equity membership would look like. 
But, it still left dozens of questions 
from members who met November 13 
with neighborhood lawyers and real 
estate experts to try to understand 
the deal better. Areas of understand-
ing and concern from that meeting:

✹ The sale of the Lake Claire Pool 
is estimated to be upward of $4 mil-

Cont. on p. 2

Go to pages 6 (bottom) & 7 for 
more Halloween pictures.

IF you get this paper after December 2, we hope you attended and 
enjoyed the Fair!!! Pictures to come in the January issue!



Lake Claire Clarion @ www.LakeClaire.org December 20232

Clarion Staff
Editor: Beth Damon, editor@lakeclaire.org
Advertising: Pat Del Rey,
 advertising@lakeclaire.org
Distribution: Alicia McGill,
 distribution@lakeclaire.org
Layout: Véronique Perrot,
 layout@lakeclaire.org

Contact Lake Claire Neighbors at PO Box 5942, 
Atlanta, GA 31107, 404-236-9526 or  
www.lakeclaire.org.

The Clarion is published  
monthly. The deadline for adver-
tising and editorial consideration 
is the 15th of the month preceding 
publication. Letters to the editor 
should be limited to 300 words 
or fewer. The opinions expressed 
herein are those of  
the authors and not those of Lake 
Claire Neighbors, Officers, or  
the Clarion Staff.
Cover banner photo by Sarah  
Coburn

Lake Claire Officers
President: Joe Agee, president@lakeclaire.org
VP Finance & Treasurer:
 Eileen O’Neill, treasurer@lakeclaire.org
VP Planning & NPU Rep:
 Carol Holliday, npu@lakeclaire.org
VP Zoning: Beth Grashof, zoning@lakeclaire.org
VP Environment: Melissa Pressman,
 environment@lakeclaire.org
VP Safety: Miriam Herbers, safety@lakeclaire.org
VP Communications: Nancy Dorsner, comm@lakeclaire.org
VP Fun(d)raising: Pen Sherwood, fun@lakeclaire.org
Education Chair: Annsley Klehr, education@lakeclaire.org.

The Clarion Newspaper (and its predecessor Neighbors Monthly Newsletter and its predecessor Lake Claire Neighbors Flyer)  
has been written, edited, and distributed by volunteers since 1989.

December Neighborhood Events
For Land Trust events, see Page 11. 

2 Annual Arts & Crafts Holiday Sale/Fair, 10:30 a.m.–4 p.m. See Page 1 
for info on included streets and food and music.

2 9 a.m.–noon. Help restore and maintain our beloved neighborhood old-
growth forest. Pre-registration required. Space is limited. frazercenter.

org/about-us/events. You could go from 9 to 10:30, then go to the Fair!

13 Dine out and support Mary Lin PTA. Chipotle, Emory Village. 
See article this pg.

 
PLEASE NOTE: There is no scheduled Lake Claire meeting for December. 
If there is a variance, a special meeting will be called. Lake Claire monthly 
meetings via Zoom, on the 3rd Thursdays, will resume in January. Zoom 
links found at lakeclaire.org.

THE CLARION IS PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER.

LC Neighbors Elections Results
At the November Lake Claire meet-
ing, this slate was elected for 2024 of-
ficers: Carol Holliday, Planning and 
NPU; Dorothy Dabbs, Safety; Me-
lissa Pressman, Environment; Nan-
cy Dorsner, Communications; Beth 
Grashof, Zoning; Pen Sherwood, 
Fundraising; Leigh Reynolds (pend-
ing her obtaining the required meet-
ing attendance in January), Treasur-
er; Joe Agee, President. Continuing 
appointed positions: Annsley Klehr, 

Education Chair; Beth Damon, Clar-
ion; Carol Holliday, Representative, 
Freedom Park Conservancy; Ben 
Klehr, Representative, Candler Park 
Conservancy; Jennifer Silver, Rep-
resentative, City of Atlanta (Depart-
ment of Films); Robert Bryan Davis, 
Representative, Clifton Sanctuary 
Ministries.

Congrats, and thank you for your 
service to Lake Claire.

Dine-outs to Support Mary Lin PTA
Please support Mary Lin PTA and the generous local restaurants in this col-

umn each month, and have delicious food while doing so! This month, only one 
restaurant: Chipotle in Emory Village, December 13. Order online, and pick-up 
using Promo Code VBQXZQH on the Chipotle app or website; a WHOPPING 
33% (!) will be donated back to Mary Lin PTA! Save the date, and spread the 
word. For info: Aviva Berman, avivaberman@gmail.com.

Frazer’s CEO Stepping Down
by Dina Shadwell
Paige McKay Kubik, who joined 
Frazer Center in January 2014, will 
step down this month to accept a po-
sition with Florida State University, 
her alma mater. Paige successfully 
led the organization to the strongest 
financial position in its 75-year his-
tory. She worked diligently with se-
nior staff to re-open Frazer Center 
to first-responder families within 
10 weeks of the global COVID shut 
down. Frazer Center emerged from 
the pandemic with innovative, na-
tionally recognized inclusion pro-
grams and a $3 million endowment. 

“The reasons for my decision are 
all related to retirement plans and 
family circumstances, Kubik stated. 
“I truly cherish Frazer Center and 
the entire community that supports 
us. I did not make this decision light-
ly.”

Kubik thanked Frazer Center’s 
board members, staff, and support-

ers for the amazing work accom-
plished over the last decade and for 
navigating the COVID crisis with re-
silience and grace. “Serving the chil-
dren and adults at Frazer Center has 
been one of the greatest honors of my 
life. Empowering them to fulfill their 
promise alongside passionate, caring 
colleagues and volunteers has been 
one of my greatest joys. Together, I 
think we have strengthened the com-
munity by making sure people of all 
abilities belong and are valued for 
their unique gifts and perspectives.”

Tonja Holder, Frazer’s Vice Presi-
dent of Development, says, “The 
whole staff is sad to see Paige go. 
She’s a caring and compassionate 
leader who walks the walk of inclu-
sion. She will be greatly missed.” The 
Frazer Center Board of Directors and 
senior leadership team have com-
menced transition planning and a 
search for the next CEO. 

lion, per community members. That 
money from the member buy-in sale 
does NOT go to the Swim Club; it re-
mains with the original owners, said 
lawyers who read the offer.

✹ Members of current Lake 
Claire Pool ownership hold title to 
the 50-year land lease the pool sits 
on, earning them $60,000 annually 
and increasing in cost three percent 
each year.

✹ Those who have been pool 
members less than five years might 
be able to get their $3,500 admis-
sion fee refunded, providing the new 
Swim Club board approves that.

✹ No disclosures are provided for 
pool condition, past maintenance re-
cords, or past accounting records. The 
pool is listed as an “as-is” sale.

✹ For a number of reasons, the 
Lake Claire Wahoo Swim Team is un-
certain if they will be able to have a 
2024 season at the Lake Claire Pool. 
Since they are a completely separate 
entity from the pool, they are ear-
nestly exploring other pool options to 
preserve the team’s future.

Pool members are worried about 
the looming deadline, the higher 
costs, and the pool’s condition. The 
email writes that if they can’t get 200 
families to sign up for the new equity 

membership deal, pool ownership 
will stay the same, but it’s unclear 
for how long. One pool member in the 
commercial real estate industry said, 
“The reality of the equity offering is 
that there is not equity—equity mem-
bers have rights to use facilities but 
don’t own the land or the improve-
ments on the land, and in 50 years 
the ground lease expires.”

This news has re-inspired commu-
nity volunteers to pull out the Can-
dler Park Master Plan, which pro-
vides for updating the Candler Park 
pool by creating a public/private part-
nership much like the one in Garden 
Hills. The Candler Park Conservancy 
is leading preliminary talks with City 
of Atlanta leadership about the tim-
ing of moving this agenda forward.

To stay informed about the devel-
opments, join the Lake Claire Pool 
Members + Waitlist Facebook page. 
There you will also find all of the 
documents related to this discussion. 
Also, go to www.candlerpark.org/
cp-master-plan/ to find the Candler 
Park Master Plan and explore the 
vision for an updated and modern 
Candler Park pool facility that is free 
to the public. Take a look at the Can-
dler Park Conservancy’s Vision Plan 
at www.candlerparkconservancy.org.

Lake Claire Pool
Continued from page 1.
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Dear Lake Claire Friends,

What a year it’s been at Clifton! You never know what a 
year will bring – I promise 2023 brought a lot! We welcomed 
our new case manager, Richard Cook, and we bid a sweet re-
tirement to Mia Covington, our chief administrator. We wel-
comed 135 new guests into the Clifton program – 80% of them 
“graduated” and moved to independent living or another ap-
propriate program. Sadly, we grieved last month when one of 
our Clifton men passed away while a resident at Joe’s Place. 

Neighborhood volunteers are rockin’ the Clifton world! What 
would we do without our fantastic volunteer nurse, Colleen 
Bittinger? She keeps the Clifton men healthy and ensures 
they attend necessary appointments. Under the leadership of 
our fantastic Food Coordinator, Amy Eckles, we have new vol-
unteers who pack and distribute our excess food each Monday. 
Bee Bordeaux has food pantry organization down to a science, 
and Leigh Reynolds and her volunteers keep our clothing 
closet so tidy that Nordstrom should be jealous. 

And none of this would be possible without the love, encour-
agement, and financial support from you – our awesome 
neighbors. Year after year, you continue to make Clifton a 
part of your neighborhood and your life. We are starting our 
45th year (!) of providing shelter, love, and nourishment to 
men of Atlanta who find themselves in difficult times. We 
hope we can count on your continued support. You can make 
a year-end donation online at www.cliftonsanctuary.com, or 
mail a check in the enclosed envelope. 

We wish you a wonderful holiday season and a fantastic 
2024! 

   Leslie Prince, Chair
   Clifton Sanctuary Ministries Board of Directors



Lake Claire Clarion @ www.LakeClaire.org December 20234



Lake Claire Clarion @ www.LakeClaire.orgDecember 2023 5

over its prey, before flying off with 
it when Andrew’s daughter moved 
closer to get a better view.

Speaking of birds other than this 
hawk, Frank W saw two blue jays 
screaming at each other in the back-
yard. He also witnessed an angry 
conflagration between a barn owl and 
a screech owl. This was when a gi-
ant tree was on the corner of Arizona 
and Indiana. Since it’s been gone, he 
hasn’t heard any owls there, but he 
did hear an owl around Candler Park, 

so he has hope for a rebound. Less 
recently, Frank kept seeing pairs of 
birds, including a pair of blue jays 
and another pair of cardinals—these 
were probably lovebirds. He also saw 
two hawks gliding over an expanse of 
territory, and in a separate incident, 
accidentally disturbed a single hawk 
which flew up and away. All the birds 
Frank sees warm his heart.

Not all wildlife in the area are 

For you NBA fans, this is Nokolai Jokic, available for adoption at 
Lifelineanimal.org. Sadly, the subject matter of this article is much more 
serious.

Is Atlanta Safe?
by Kevin H. Posey
If you watch evening newscasts or 
use apps like NextDoor, you might 
have the impression that crime is 
out of control in the City of Atlanta. 
But what happens when we look past 
over-the-top headlines or scary posts 
online? Do the numbers show this 
city to be dangerous and, if so, why?

Before we can definitively answer 
the first question, we need a valid 
comparison. There are many cities 
around the world that appear to be 
either more dangerous or safer than 
Atlanta or any other U.S. city. So, let’s 
keep the focus on a U.S. city with a 
perceived reputation for experiencing 
high levels of crime: New York City. 

Quite a few politicians in Geor-

gia and elsewhere have been known 
to point to New York as a hotbed of 
criminal activity. Some of that may be 
affected by the entertainment indus-
try, which seems to love filming crime 
dramas there (see the many permu-
tations of Law & Order for example). 
But what do the numbers show? Ac-
cording to APD’s stats from 11/6/23, 
there have been 118 homicides so far 
this year, whereas last year to date 
there were 137. Burglaries currently 
sit at 1390 year-to-date, while 1499 
occurred by this point last year. In 
New York City those numbers are 
a lot higher: 331 murders so far this 

We Can Each Make a Difference:
How Fostering Saves Lives: The Story of Jerari. 
by Scott McLane
One day at Dekalb County Animal 
shelter, a fellow volunteer asked me 
to assist getting a leash biter out of 
his kennel. Leash biting is a displace-
ment behavior that some shelter dogs 
develop in response to the stress of 
living in a 4’x5’ kennel. Despite his 
leash biting, I immediately fell in 
love with Jerari. His leash biting 
had made him a challenge for staff 
to handle, but this 45-pound bundle 
of energy was actually a total sweet-
heart who was simply most happy 
with something in his mouth. As is 
so often the case with our dogs, shel-
ter-induced negative behaviors over-
shadow their true personalities that 
shine once removed from this stress-
ful environment.

Well, Jerari’s leash biting and 
high energy got him on the eutha-

nasia list. The day before his sched-
uled euthanasia, an active volunteer 
found a rescue in North Carolina that 
would take Jerari, but he needed a 

Cont. on p. 10

Cont. on p. 10

Wild in Lake Claire
by Sara Gottlieb
One of my nature writing idols is 
Margaret Renkl, and I have quoted 
her in this column more than once. 
With the release of her new book, 
The Comfort of Crows, Margaret has 
been on a book tour, which included 
a stop in Atlanta at the Atlanta Bo-
tanical Garden. I attended the event, 
where she read excerpts from her col-
lection of daily meditations focused 
on observations of nature in her own 
backyard. The book hadn’t been re-
leased at the time of the event, so I 
brought a few copies of The Clarion 
and talked to her about this column 
during my opportunity in the signing 
line. She even signed my column (see 
photo above), and accepted a copy for 
her collection.

No fewer than FOUR contributors 
to this column reported seeing a red-
shouldered hawk on Arizona Avenue, 
which I suspect is the same bird as 
one that I see frequently around the 
Land Trust. There has been at least 
one and possibly more than one hawk 
reported in this column over the past 
year, which makes me think we are 
squarely within a territory for a lone 
bird or a family of them. If we could 
confirm the individual identity of 
this bird and make observations on 
its mate choice and family rearing 

success, we could have our own Lake 
Claire version of New York City’s fa-
mous Peregrine Falcon Pale Male. 

Here are all the observations, ac-
companied by a photo shared by Tom 
McGill (see page 7).

Tom observed a red-shouldered 
hawk perched on the tent that cov-
ers his koi pond on Arizona Ave. The 
hawk likely had its sights on the 12+ 
inch fish in the pond, but the beau-
tiful bird had no choice but to look 
elsewhere for its next meal.

Wing reported that while parking 
his car in front of his house on Ari-
zona Ave., as soon as he opened the 
car door, something shot past in the 
street at about knee-height. It went 
by too fast to see what it was, but 
when he glanced up to follow it down 
the street he saw that it was a hawk, 
now about shoulder-height and as-
cending, with a squirrel dangling 
from its talons. The squirrel must 
have been crossing the street close to 
where he was sitting in the car.

Andrew F writes that his daugh-
ter and her friend were walking in 
the Arizona Ave. cul-de-sac and saw 
a hawk swoop down and catch an un-
fortunate baby squirrel. The hawk 
flew to the ground and stayed there 
for several minutes with its talons Cont. on p. 7

Have you Seen my Dog?
by Frani Green
There are so many poses in yoga, and 
one of the most noted and learned is 
the Downward Facing Dog. Those of 
you who have dogs see this regularly; 
it is one of the first stretches they do 
when they wake up from a nap. 

Next time your dogs do that, pay 
attention to their natural way of 
movement, watch how they stretch 
their front paws all the way out in 
front of them, past their heads. No-
tice how they stick their tailbones 
up to the sky and sway their backs. 
See how their back legs are straight 
and feet remain flat to the floor. Then 
there are the internal parts of the 
downward dog that as humans we 
can focus and pay attention to:

✹ Lifting of the belly button to-
wards the spine, to strengthen your 
core;

✹ Pressings your head and neck 
down through your arms and gaz-
ing up at your belly button, opens 
the back of the neck, your back and 
sacrum, opens and strengthens the 
shoulders;

✹ Pushing into the fingertips so 
you use your entire hand, and pulling 
the energy out of your wrists and into 
your upper arms, for bicep and tricep 
strength;

✹ Pressing into your heals, 
straightening the backs of the legs to 
stretch and strengthen hamstrings, 
calves, achilles, ankles, and lifting 
the knee caps;

✹ It is also good for circulation as 
it acts as an inversion, so blood flow 
moves through your entire body and 
into your brain, and can also aid in 
relieving headache, fogginess of de-
pression. 

This is an overall strengthening 
and stretching pose for the entire 
body. Enjoy your breath while you 
hold, while focusing on balancing 
equally from hands to feet. If you 
have questions, or need assistance, 
or are interested in classes, feel free 
to reach out to me through Facebook 
at Yoga with Frani, Instagram @
franiyoga, or email franigreen@bell-
south.net. Namaste! Blessings to All!



Lake Claire Clarion @ www.LakeClaire.org December 20236

Chilinardo 2023
by Boyd Baker
Every fall, the neighbors on Leonardo 
Avenue gather at the end of October 
or beginning of November to find out 
who has the best chili, best side dish, 
best dessert, and best presentation 
for their entry. It’s been happening 
for a good while now and is something 
that marks the change of seasons. Not 
only does it bring neighbors togeth-
er in a front yard to break bread, it 
also provides a good chance for some 
trash talking and friendly ribbing. 
This year was no different when, on 
October 28, tables were filled with 
delicious, creative, and inspirational 
chilis and homemade treats.

When the voting was all done  —
done by ranked choice as our elec-
tions should be—the winning chili 
went to Todd Fernandez and Sharon 
Greene, the winning side dish went 
to the Viox family, the best dessert 
award went to Synnove Olson, and 
the Miller family took home the best 
presentation. 

Maybe next year, there will be a 
whole host of other street chili coo-
koffs. Then we could all come togeth-
er a week or two later and see which 
chili will be hailed the best in Lake 
Claire!

Editor’s note: We will wait with 
bated breath to see which streets take 
up the Leo challenge!

All pictures by Debbie Livingston

Halloween Gathering in the Park, Photo by Lindsey Aprati Parade to the Park, Photo by Nancy Dorsner
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Wild
Continued from page 5.

Lake Claire Annual Halloween
Continued from page 1.

birds! I’ll put in a plug here for the 
insects and spiders in our midst with 
a couple of my own observations. The 
first was an astounding number of 
the non-native Jorō spiders along the 
trail through Lake Charlotte Nature 
Preserve in South River Gardens. I 
captured an alarming-looking photo 
of my husband, Wade, using his face 
to indicate the size of one of the spi-
ders (see photo at right). These spi-
ders, like the native orb-weaving gar-
den spiders, are harmless to people 
and help moderate the populations of 
flying insects, including mosquitoes. 
The impact of so many non-native 
spiders moving into the area is an ac-
tive study topic by researchers at the 
University of Georgia and elsewhere.

My final parting shot is one I made 
while doing some cleanup of spent 
plants and weeds in the CoHousing 
vegetable garden. I came across a 
very ragged-looking Gulf fritillary 
butterfly that had seen much bet-

ter days but was still quite active. 
I gently placed it on one of the still-
blooming marigolds in the garden, 
and the butterfly immediately start-
ed sipping its nectar [see photo at far 
right]. To quote Margaret Renkl from 
Late Migrations: A Natural History 

of Love and Loss, “In the fairy tale we 
tell ourselves, darkness holds noth-
ing resembling a gift. What we feel 
always contains its own truth, but it 
is not the only truth, and darkness 
almost always harbors some bit of 
goodness tucked out of sight, waiting 

for an unexpected light to shine, to 
reveal it in its deepest hiding place.” 

If you’d like to report a wildlife 
sighting for inclusion in a future 
column, please email sara.gottlieb@
gmail.com.

Thank you to Debbie Livingstonfor these pics.
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Hello – Safe Journey – Skiing in 
and around Lake Claire 
Dec. 4 Drew Pittman, happy 8th birthday!! (Marlbrook) 
Dec. 7 Jeff Debell, Harold Avenue 
Dec. 10 Happy b’day, Tim Kline, Leonardo Avenue 
Dec. 12 Henry Allen—Happy 11! Harold Avenue 
Dec. 13 Happy b’day to Laura Tanguturi, Harold Avenue 
Dec. 17 Happy b’day to Dawn Aura, Arizona Avenue 
Dec. 19 Happy b’day to Elliott Williams, Howard Circle 
Dec. 26 Happy 11th birthday to Cabot Williams, Howard Circle. 
Dec. 31 Cara Haycak Tobin, Hardendorf 
Dec. 31 Robert Frank, Hardendorf 
(Belatedly, HB to Arden Joiner, a kids’ contest winner this month, who 
turned 10 on Nov. 12.)
Take a minute and send January events to editor@lakeclaire.org by 
Dec. 18-ish.

JOHN MORGAN

Putting People
Before Sales

Like our facebook page for more information about neighborhood events and other exciting news:
https://www.facebook.com/parkrealtyatlanta/

YOUR LISTING HERE
In the heart of our neighborhood

to serve you better than ever!
Come visit us at

1651 McLendon Ave NE,
across from Candler Park Market

Call for a free pre-selling
consultation and market analysis

JOHN MORGAN
Phone: 404-969-5740

Email: jmorgan@parkrealtyatlanta.com

Sherry Warner
Associate Broker &
Lake Claire resident

For all your 
        real estate 
                  needs...

404 784 8848 mobile

404 874 2262 office

Affiliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2020 Coldwell Banker. 
All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 

The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of 
Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. 

The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

sherry@SherryWarnerHomes.com
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Contest Winners
Wow! We had some clever winners 
this month. These six spotted the 
football in the November Clarion (be-
cause Thanksgiving is all about the 
“Four Fs”: food, family, football, and 
fun). Our first-place winner is De-
clan McNeill, age 6, a first grader at 
Mary Lin, who lives on Harold, and 
he thanks his Clarion delivery per-
son, Kathie, for his paper’s prompt 
delivery! Delivery schedules matter 
to our kiddo Clarion readers! Our 
2nd place winner is Frances Koval, 
age 7, in the 2nd grade at Mary Lin, 
who lives on Hardendorf. There was 
a 4-way tie for 3rd place among Car-
olina Lupo, Arden Joiner, Reese 
Kruskamp, and Zachary Lamb. 
Carolina is age 4 and at Freedom 
Park Preschool (Gordon Avenue), 
and her favorite book lately is Pretty 
Perfect Kittycorn. Arden turned 10 
on November 12. She’s in the 4th 
grade at Paideia and lives on Claire 
Drive. She is currently reading 
Missy Piggle Wiggle! Carolina and 
Arden get the extra credit for tell-
ing us about what they are reading. 
Zachary is 9 years old and in the 
4th grade. Reese is 7 years old and 

in 2nd grade at Mary Lin, and lives 
on Arizona. Congrats to all six of you 
clever winners! To all Lake Claire 
kids, do keep reading the Kids’ Page 
and sending in your guesses. See our 
new contest below.

New Contest 
Most people know there are many re-
ligious holidays in December, but did 
you know that December 13 is Na-
tional Violin Day and December 26 is 
Candy Cane Day? To win the prize, 
find a graphic demonstrating these 

special days, and tell us the page 
number where you find it. For extra 
credit, tell us what you like about De-
cember. The extra-credit prize is be-
ing our featured writer or artist in a 
future issue. The winner/winners will 

be pictured in the next Clarion. Email 
editor@lakeclaire.org, identifying the 
page number, and include your name, 
age, school, street, and grade, along 
with a photo of yourself. (Parents: 
send large picture files, 1mb+.) 

Any child from Lake Claire is eli-
gible, except that you cannot win 
two months in a row. The dead-
line is DECEMBER 15-18. Hurry 
and look; competition is always 
stiff for this coveted prize.

Arden, 3rd place in 4-way tieZachary, 3rd place in 4-way tie

Declan, 1st place winner

Carolina, 3rd place in 4-way tie (pic-
tured with brother Luke)Reese, 3rd place in 4-way tie

Frances, 2nd place

We hope this series is fun and a way for 
young Clarion readers, writers, and artists 
to participate in our ‘hood. We invite kids to 

send contributions. To all the Lake Claire children 
and young adults who read and contribute to 
the Kids’ Page each month, we appreciate you. 

Send contributions to editor@lakeclaire.org, by 
December 15–18 for our first newspaper edition 
in 2024!!!!
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404-434-1500      
steve@kellerknapp.com 

209 Garland Ave - $1.15M

Sold without listing

431 Harold Ave - $560K

Bought before listed

486 Lakeshore Dr - $625K

Sold at 104% of list

Looking to Buy  
or Sell a Home? 
As an Atlanta  
REALTORS®  
consistent TOP  
PERFORMER,  
Steve’s goal is  
100% client  
satisfaction. 

Is Atlanta Safe
Continued from page 5.

We Can Each Make a Difference
Continued from page 5.

year, whereas 375 had been commit-
ted by this point last year. Burglaries 
are at 11,701 so far, while 13,486 oc-
curred last year-to-date.

Now, you might immediately 
think that Atlanta is much safer 
than New York. However, according 
to U.S. Census estimates, New York 
has a population within the city lim-
its of 8.3 million people; Atlanta has a 
mere 499,000. This means that while 
Atlanta has only 6% of New York’s 
population, it has 35% of its murder 
count and just shy of 12% of its bur-
glary count. On a per capita basis, al-
legedly “dangerous” NYC looks quite 
a bit better than Atlanta.

So, what explains this? Is it the 
1-in-4 vacancy rate in APD positions 
reported by Fox 5 News back in May? 
It wouldn’t seem so, as the New York 
Times reported at the close of 2022 
that an exodus of officers from the 
NYPD was posing a major staffing 
problem. Has the waiving of cash 
bonds in Atlanta boosted crime? 
WSB reported last year that over 
50% of defendants—a number said 
to be in the tens of thousands—had 
skipped their court dates, apparently 
with little fear of repercussions. How-
ever, New York has a similar law on 
the books that allows defendants to 
avoid posting bail, though it is being 
revisited. Could the difference lie in 
the decision by Mayor Adams of New 

York to return to the “broken win-
dows” policing policy, something the 
city pioneered in the 1990s but later 
dropped? This level of enforcement 
targets what have been considered 
minor offenses on the assumption 
that it discourages more violent and 
destructive activities. Contrast this 
with the approach of Atlanta mayor 
Andre Dickens, whose press secre-
tary told WSB in April of last year 
that the mayor preferred to focus on 
violent crime. 

However, Mayor Adams only took 
office at the beginning of 2022. As 
with Mayor Dickens, he followed a 
predecessor who was criticized for his 
soft approach to crime. It would seem 
unlikely that the “broken windows” 
policy could already have yielded ben-
efits, though there could be a residual 
effect from previous implementation. 
Indeed, The Guardian reported alle-
gations from a former Citizen Com-
plaint Review Board investigator 
that the controversial “Broken Win-
dows” practice of “Stop-and-Frisk” 
continued even after Adams’ prede-
cessor, Bill de Blasio, tried to ban it.

We may not be able to answer the 
question of why, but we can answer 
the question of whether this city is 
safe compared to New York, a city 
with a perceived crime problem. 

That answer is no. 

foster who could keep him for a few 
weeks until a spot opened up. I could 
not take him because we were tempo-
rarily fostering another e-list dog for 
a week. But, as is the case every day 
with this unrelenting inspiring group 
of Lifeline friends and volunteers, 
someone not plugged in to the shelter 
community who just happened to see 
a friend’s Facebook post about Jerari, 
stepped up to take him for a week un-
til I could bring him into our home. I 
gathered up a crate and a dog bed and 
met Denise and Rob at the shelter to 
hand off Jerari for a week. Jerari’s 
true personality, which was masked 
in the stressful shelter environment, 
bloomed immediately with them. 
Among other things, we learned that 
he was house-trained, comfortable 
spending all night in a crate, loved 
playing tug or just chilling on the 
couch, and loved to carry his “lamby” 
in his mouth on easy walks around 
the neighborhood. SO CUTE!! In 
other words, basically a perfect dog. 
This is what so often happens in a 
temporary foster home. Without De-

nise and Rob blindly taking a chance 
on Jerari, we would not have known 
his true personality —and he would 
have crossed the rainbow bridge. De-
nise gave daily glowing reports on 
Jerari for a week, and he then came 
to the McLane/Shirra household for 
ten days. I took sweet Jerari to Arca-
dia Animal Rescue in North Carolina, 
where he now resides, soon to bless 
someone in his forever home.

Jerari’s story is a heartwarming 
example of how a simple act by the 
broader community can have a pro-
found impact on saving a life. Taking 
a moment to find room in our busy 
lives for small acts of kindness, not 
only helps others, but is food for our 
own soul.

AND!!!: SPLOSTII and EHOSTII 
passed with almost 75% approval!! 
EHOSTII will save homeowners more 
than $1billion, and SPLOSTII is esti-
mated to provide over $650 million 
to long-delayed infrastructure needs 
and repairs in Dekalb. $7 million of 
this is currently designated for a 
new animal shelter facility!!!
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Upcoming and Ongoing at the 
Land Trust . . .
See LCCLT.org/new-events for details, sign-up and payment info.

Sat., Dec. 2: Lake Claire Arts & Crafts Fair, 10:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m. 
Come visit our info table at the Arizona Ave. entrance while browsing the 
neighborhood! See page 1 for more info about the Fair.

Sat., Dec. 2: Land Trust Drum Circle, 8–11 p.m. (and every month on 
the 1st Sat.), $5 donation requested. No alcohol, please. Rain date: Sat. Dec. 
16.

Sat., Dec. 9: Tarot Class with Chakura Kineard of Unfiltered Glitter, 
1:30-2:30 p.m. (and every month on the 2nd Sat.). $25/person (20% goes 
to LCCLT). This beginner-friendly class teaches you to give yourself and 
others a Tarot reading. More info: www.unfilteredglitter.com. Please pay in 
advance via Venmo or CashApp; see LCCLT.org/new-events. Sliding scale 
available to women of color and LBGTQIA+ community, if needed—contact 
info@LCCLT.org.

Wed., Dec. 13: Community Potluck, 6:30 p.m. (and every month on 
the 13th) in the Greenfield, weather permitting—otherwise in the heated 
Gorilla Grill. Bring your own re-usable dinnerware, and something to share 
if you can. Label ingredients, please! 

Thurs., Dec. 14: LCCLT board meeting, 7–8 p.m. (and every month 
on the 2nd Thursday) in the Greenfield. All are welcome to sit in and speak 
up – it takes a community to run a community greenspace! Come in person 
or contact us at info@LCCLT.org for a Zoom link. Rain location: Gorilla 
Grill.

Sat., Dec. 16: Community Work Day, 1–4 p.m. (and every month on 
the 3rd Saturday). Bring drinking water and work gloves. Pizza follows. 
Rain date: Sat. Dec. 23. 

Sun., Dec. 17: EOL101 Death Café, 3–4:30 p.m. in the Gorilla Grill 
See article this page.

Sun., Jan. 14–Sat. Jan. 20: 2nd Annual Coat Drive for the Home-
less. Donate any and all winter clothing items for distribution by Blessing 
Bags of Warmth. See article this page.

2nd Annual Land Trust Coat Drive
by Amber Corbett

It’s time for our 2nd Annual Coat 
Drive in partnership with Blessing 
Bags of Warmth for the Homeless! 
Save the dates of January 14 through 
20. Let’s start our spring cleaning a 
little early and prioritize those clos-
ets! And let’s keep our eyes peeled 
for deals when out shopping for the 
holidays. Last year our community 
showed up and showed out, big time. 
We were humbled and truly aston-
ished by the generosity and kindness 
displayed for our unhoused neigh-
bors. We collected approximately 
500 pieces of warm clothing, socks, 
gloves, scarves, blankets, sleeping 
bags, toiletries, and so much more, 
including close to 150 coats! Can we 
surpass that in 2024? Elizabeth Sul-
livan (290 Arizona Ave) and Miriam 
Herbers (300 Arizona) are loaning us 

their porches for donation drop-offs 
again, the 3rd and 5th houses from 
the Land Trust entrance.

Blessing Bags of Warmth is both 
grassroots and 100% community fund-
ed. According to Sherri McCoy, the 
founder, they “are only able to serve 
through the generosity of our neigh-
bors.” To date, they have served over 
3,000 unhoused individuals in the At-
lanta area, and the goal is to continue 
to do so; let’s help that number and 
Sherri’s mission continue to grow!

Website – blessingbagsofwarmth.com
Facebook – www.facebook.com/
BlessingBagsOfWarmth
Instagram – @blessingbagsofwarmth
Donations – www.givebutter.com/
warmthatl; (Venmo, PayPal, Zelle, 
also available).

A Long Time Coming: The LCCLT’s 
New Community Tool Shed
by Morgan Strickland

In 2023, the Lake Claire Com-
munity Land Trust (LCCLT) won 
$1500 in grant funds from Food Well 
Alliance to improve our garden plot 
borders, fix our well pump, and stock 
our tool inventory for community 
work days. Thanks, Food Well Alli-
ance! These new tools will enable us 
to maintain and improve the gardens 
and surrounding grounds more than 
ever with the help of all of our dedi-
cated volunteers at our monthly com-
munity work days. But where will we 
store all these invaluable tools? The 
LCCLT’s current tool shed is an un-
enclosed lean-to structure, leaving us 
vulnerable to the loss and degrada-
tion of many valuable tools.

It’s time for a new tool shed! The 
Grounds Committee has been hard at 

work re-imagining a community tool 
shed that fits the needs of the com-
munity by securely providing tools for 
our community gardeners, protects 
all of our lawn care equipment, and 

The Death Café: Thoughtful Conversations on Life, Death, and Everything in Between
by Denise Johnson

On Sun., Dec. 17, 3:00-4:30 p.m., 
you are invited to participate in the 
EOL101 Death Café, an informal dis-
cussion that will delve into the mys-
teries of life, death, and everything in 
between. The Death Café is a group-
led conversation with no specific ob-
jective or theme, and it does not aim 
to guide you toward any particular 
conclusion, product, service, or course 
of action. The sole agenda is to share 
your experiences, ideas, fears, and 
questions over coffee, tea, and des-
serts. 

Originating from Jon Underwood’s 

London basement in September 2011, 
death cafés have spread across the 
world, with 17,077 held so far in 85 
countries. Their mission is “to in-
crease awareness of death in order 
to help people make the most of their 
finite lives.” Contrary to common mis-
conceptions, these are not morbid or 
somber events, nor do they offer ther-
apy or grief counseling. Instead, they 
create a safe and inclusive space to 
talk, share, and learn about the re-
ality of our mortality. They also pro-
vide an opportunity to connect with 
others who may be navigating their 

own life-and-death journeys or coping 
with the loss of loved ones, fostering a 
sense of community and support. 

The atmosphere will be one of 
warmth, understanding, and empa-
thy, fostering connections and con-
versations that may bring a sense of 
relief and comfort. The goal is not nec-
essarily to adopt a positive outlook on 
death, but rather to speak openly and 
honestly about it, acknowledging its 
inevitability, universality, and com-
plexity. You will also have an opportu-
nity to raise a glass and make a toast 
in honor of loved ones who have died, 

in gratitude for precious moments, re-
flections, and remembrances.

This Death Café is hosted by De-
nise Johnson, an End of Life Doula, 
Deathcare Educator, Hospice Volun-
teer and founder of EOL (End of Life) 
101 LLC. Attendance is free, but lim-
ited, so please reserve your spot. Just 
go to Eventbrite 
and search for 
“Death Café,” 
or scan this QR 
code. 

houses our tools for making repairs on 
the grounds. 

With insights and leadership from 
volunteers with a variety of skills, 
after considering zoning constraints 
and design decisions, construction is 
officially underway. We’ve marked 
where the concrete footings should go, 
dug the holes, marked the centerlines 
for the posts, and shoveled the con-
crete into the tubes with bent rebar 
reinforcement to form the footings. 
That’s where the project currently 
stands. Soon, we’ll have a new tool 
shed, thanks to the generous labor of 
community volunteers! If interested 

in helping us construct the decking, 
walls, or roofing for our new tool shed, 
or just want to know more about the 
process, we are always looking for vol-
unteers (both skilled and unskilled) to 
help with projects like these. Contact 
info@lcclt.org for more information 
about our next construction work day. 
We appreciate your help.

Our funky old tool shed
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Please find the Lake Claire Kids Corner on Page 9!

Thank You to Our Arts Fair Sponsors!

Your Atlanta Neighborhood Realtors

Joe Agee


